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Iran may go to World Court 

^Mnjgpriaui mincer said Sunday that unless maze 


r °™ <***r *“? conatty w»M take foe ease to foe Wodd 

cram. rnniG Minister Hussem Musavi did not indicate what time pe riod 
tf iV° wnaneats were reported by the official Tfelatmn 

Repurac Ncvra Agency, monitored in Nicosia. Negotiations oa return of 
flre mmey broke off Wednesday in The Hague, and Iran blamed the 

United States forfailure to reach an agreemCTt so far. But the talks are to 
J®*^“^“K t bere is no result, fan wfll bring tip fte ease in the WcwM 
Cqui T mTh e Hague, Mr. Musavi was quoted as saying. The Inm-U-S. 
daims trtjnnal ruled in August that die $507.7 nuDwu held at the New 
York Federal Reserve Bank should be returned to Iran, and the United 
States had agreed in prioc^la. The tribunal set a Dec. 20 deadline for the 
two countries to se tt le the repayment issue without resorting to 
intern ational arbitration. However, even though the deadline passed 
wmout a repayment agreement, both parties agreed to forego- that 

provision and continue their talks. 
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Iraqi jets hit tanker 

BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraqi warplanes attacked and damaged a 
Libcrian-flag tanker just souih of Iran’s Kharg Island oil terminal in the 
nonbem Gulf eariy Sunday, shaping sources quoted by Reuter and AP 
said. The sources said the 61 ,614-totmc Matterhorn had just taken on a 
load of Iranian etude oil and was heading sou ih for Larak Island when the 
jets attacked. The Matterhorn wasworfcmg the so-called *' Iranian shuttle” 
run, ferrying crude from the Khatg area to the mouth of the Gulf for 
transhipment into export tankers. The extent of damage to the tanker was 
not known and there was no woid of casualties. Sunday's attack was the 
second this year by Iraqi aircraft on Gulf ships carrying Iranian crude. 
Another shuttle tanker, the Cypriot-fiag Galerie. was hit on Friday in the 
same area. Later Sunday, a military spokesman in Baghdad sail Iraqi 
warplanes dealt a “vety large maritime target an accurate and effective 
hit” near the Iranian coast The Iraqis often use the term large maritime 
target to refer to tankers they raid iu the vicinity of Khaig. Kharg accounts 
for more than 90 per cent of Iran's crude oil exports. 
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Kuwait names new 
chief-of-staff 

KUWAIT (R) - Kuwait on 
Sunday named a new army 
chief-of-staff to replace 
Major-General Abdullah Fanaj 
A1 Gfaanim, who was sa i d by 
diplomats to have retired. 
Minster of State for Cabinet 
Affairs Rashid Abdul Aziz AJ 
Rashid said Brigadier Mizayyed 
Abdul A1 Rahman A] Sane had 
been appointed to the post by 
emiri decree and promoted to 
maj or-general. 

& _ . . 

Pakistan says 6 
killed in bombing 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) — 
Afghan warplanes killed six 
Pakistanis and injured 14 when 
they bombed a village near the 
bonier, Pakistani police said 
Sunday. Fifteen bombs were 
dropped on the Pakistani village 
of Arandu Saturday afternoon, a 
senior do lice officer for the area 
said. Four people were killed 
instantly and a woman and a chQd 
died later of their injuries, he said. 
Several bouses were destroyed, he 
said. 

Libya mobilising 
troops along coast 

V LONDON (AP) - Libya has 
ordered all demobilised soldiers to 
rejoin their units immediately to 
fortify coastal areas, Libyan Radio 
reported Sunday. An 
announcement from the armed 
forces general command, 
broadcast by Libyan Radio and 
monitored in London, said all 
those who failed to obey the order 
would be “legally brought” to 
account and their demobilisation 
cancelled.” Libya announced in 
October that thousands of 
Libyans had begun fortifying 
coastal areas with trenches, 
barbed wire and mines. 

Iran says over 
400 killed in floods 

NICOSIA (AP) — Recent floods 
in southern Iran killed 424 people, 
ruined 2,324 villages and 
destroyed 1,000 bridges. Tehran 
' Radio reported Sunday. The radio 
quoted Jafil Besharati, the official 
in charge, of the relief 
headquarters, as saying more than 
10,000 homes and 1,700 
kilometres of roads were 
destroyed. Mr. Besharati said the 
floods caused 120 billion rials 
($1.6 bUfion) in damage. 

Bomb shatters 
windows in Tehran 


TEHRAN (R) — A hand-made 
bomb thrown into a shopping mall 
in north Tehran during the night 
broke windows but caused no 
casualties, Tehran police said. 
Ettelaat newspaper quoted a 
police statement as saying the 
bomb contained about 1.8 
kilogrammes of explosives. It was 
the first bomb explosion in the 
Iranian capital this year. A total of 
25 people were reported killed in 
five blasts in the city during 1986. 

Kahane questioned 

TFT AVIV (R) — Israeli polios 
questioned militant Rabbi Meir 
Kahane on Sunday on suspicion of 
indtmg rebellion for suggesting 
Jews consider forming another 

anti-Arab temorkt underground. 
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No let-up seen in 
Amal-PLO battles 

Syria and Lebanon agree to receive 
Arab League panel on ‘camps war 5 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Gunfire and 
explosions echoed from two Palestinian 
refugee camps in Beirut on Sunday and 
dashes were also reported at the Rashidiyeh 
settlement in South Lebanon. 


Palestinians said Rashidiyeh 
had cook under sporadic sniper, 
mortar and matibmegun fire since 
a supply convoy reached the 
besieged camp on Saturday and 
evacuated 80 refugees* 

Iranian mediators persuaded 
Shiite Muslim Amal nuEtiamen 
to let the relief column into the 
battered shantytown they have 
ringed since Sept. 30. The Iranians 
arranged safe passage for a sunflar 
convoy an Dec. 13. 

Both sides blamed each other 
for continued fighting in the bitter 
“camps war,” now in its fourth 
month. 

Battles for control of five 
Palestinian shantytowns in Beirut 
and the south have claimed at least 
700 lives since Sept. 30. 


Militias reopened the main 
coast road between Beirut and the 
port of Skfoo. 40 kilometres 
south, after blocking it for several 
hours following the deaths of two 
Draze mili tiamen in an ambush, 
police said (See page 2). 

In Tunis, a statement issued 
after a pan-Arab committee 
meeting said late Saturday Syria 
and Lebanon had agreed to 
receive the special Arab League 
committee of foreign minis ters to 
dismiss ways of ending the “camps 
war” in Lebanon, but no date has 
been set. 

Syria, which opposed the setting 
up hat month of the committee of 
seven foreign ministers and Arab 
League Secretary General Chadli 
Kfibi, sent a message to Arab 


League headquarters on 
Saturday, inviting the committee 
to Damascus, Arab diplomatic 
sources said. 

The committee had been 
prepared, in a compromise move, 
to send only some of its members 
of Syria, but President Hafez A1 
Assad invited all of them, die 
sources added. 

The committee was formed at 
an emergency Arab League 
meeting nearly two weeks ago 
requested by the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
which accuses Syria of direct 
involvement with Amal against 
Palestinians m the siege of the 
refugee camps in Lebanon. 

Diplomatic sources told Reuter 
a willingness by Syria, the main 
poweibioker in Lebanon, to see 
the committee was crucial to the 
Arab League mission. 

The oommunique issued after 
dinner discussions said the 
committee had “taken note of the 
positive replies of Syria and 

(Continued on page 3) 


Hawke offers limited Australian 
role in Mideast peaieo efforts 


Special from Sydney 

ON THE eve of a three-nation 
visit to the Middle East later this 
month, Australian Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke has cautiously offered 
to assume a mediator’s role in the 
Arab- Israeli conflict but at the 
same time ruled out any 
Australian pressure on any party 
involved in the Middle East 
te. 

an interview with the 
Australian Focus on the Middle 
Eas t magazin e, Mr. Hawke said 
his coun try did no t want to impose 
itself as a mediator in the conflict, 
but was ready to exert its good 
relations with Israel and the Arab 
Wodd if the parties involved in tbe 
Arab- Israeli conflict asked it to do 
so. 

The interview was made 
available to the Jordan Times 
prior to Focus’ first issue which is 
due to appear in Australia on Jan. 
6 . 

Mr. Hawke, who is due in 
Jordan oa Jan. 23 oa a two-day 
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Bob Hawke 

visit on the first leg of tbe trip 
which will also take him to Israel 
and Egypt told the mag a z i n e 
Australia believed that any 
solution to the Palestinian 
problem should be based on the 
right of all countries in the region 
to live in peace and secure 
borders. 


Israeli President Chaim Herzog 
visited Australia last year and Mr. 
Hawke’s talks with him covered 
the Middle East situation. 

Replying to questions in the 
interview with Focus, Mr. Hawke 
said: 

— Australia will not exert 
pressure on any party involved in 
tbe Arab-Israeli conflict. “I am 
really first going as a listener and 
not as some sort of advocate." 

— Australia supports the 
legitimate rights of tire Palestinian 
people,* including that to 
self-determination, within the 
framework of United Natrons 
Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338.“ And we will be saying to 
all those whom we speak that any 
settlement must recognise those 
two fundamentals. Just how that 
should be worked out — the rights 
of the Palestinian people — ifs 
quite premature to say. 

— He may meet some of the 
Palestinian leaders in the occupied 

(Continued on page 3) 


‘Britain was 
prepared to 
go to war 
with Israel 
in 1956’ 

LONDON (AP) — Britain was 
prepared to go to war with Israel 
in 1956 because of fears that Israel 
might invade Jordan, a British 
newspaper quoted secret 
government documents published 
last week as saying. 

The Mail on Sunday quoted die 
documents as saying British 
defence chiefs drew up a detailed 
plan co detrained ‘'Operation 
Encounter” in late 1955-56 for 
massive afr, sea and land strikes on 
Israel. 

The plan was subsequently 
endorsed by Prime Minister 
Anthony Eden bat was never put 
into operation because the 
situation in die Middle East 
changed and Britain siding up 
fighting on the same side as the 
Israelis in the 1956 Suez clash with 
Egypt, the paper said. 

“The officen who approved.- 
the mifitaiy adventure included 
die nmst distinguished names 
from World War n,” the paper 

aid, 

. They included Lord 
Mbuntbatten, then Britain’s first 
sea lord. General Sir. Gerald 
Tempter representing the army. 
Air Chief Marshal Sir Ronald 
I ve law- Chap man and Field 
Manual Sir John Harding, then 
governor of Cyprus, die paper 
said. 

(Contin u ed on page 3) 


Reagan enters hospital 
for tests and surgery 


WAS HINGTON (R) — President 
Ronald Reagan, smiling and 
waving to well-wishers, entered a 


semi-annual post-cancer checkup 
and a prostate operation 
described as common for men his 
age. 

Mr. Reagan, at 75 the oldest 
president in U.S. history, told 
reporters as he left the White 
House he felt “fine — great.” 

Accompanied by his wife 
Nancy, the president arrived by 
helicopter at tbe Betbesda naval 
medical centre a few minutes 
later. 

He expected to be hospitalised 
for three to four days and the first 
■lady planned to remain at his side 
the mat night. 

Im mediately after Mr. Reagan’s 
arrival, a team of doctors from 
Minnesota’s world-renowned 
Mayo Clinic were to administer a 
series of tests to check for any 
recurrence of tbe colon cancer he 
suffered in 1985. 

On Monday the president will 
receive a local anesthetic for an 
operation to relieve discomfort 
caused by an enlarged prostate 
gland. Specimens from the gland 
will also be tested for cancer. 

The post-cancer tests included 
cat scan X-rays as well as a 
colonoscopy, a procedure 
involving' use - of a flexible 
fiteroptfe instrument to internally 
examine the attire length of Mr. 
Reagan's colon. 

The White House was 
scheduled to make public the 
finding * later Sunday. 

Medical experts say Monday’s 
surgery, called a transurethral 


resection of the prostate, is a 
common procedure for men over 
50 years old. 

Mr. Reagan had no plans to 
temporarily transfer power to 
Vice President George Bush, as he 
did when doctors performed 
major surgery in July, 1985 to 
remove a cancerous tumour from 
his colon. 

“What I’m going in for is kind of 
a breeze," he said last Friday. 
“ I’ve been there before — so don’t 
waste any sympathy on me." 

Mr. Reagan underwent a 
s imilar procedure in 1967 and a 
spokesman said his doctors 
advised him then it would 
probably be necessary to repeat 
the operation at some point in the 
future. 

However, Monday’s surgery 
came as a surprise when it was 
announced last month since Mr. 
Reagan had a complete urinary 
checkup last August and Dr. 
Burton Smith, then the White 
House Physician, said afterwards 
the tests showed “no 
abnormalities" or evidence of 
disease. 

Medical experts said there is a 
ten per cent chance doctors will 
find cancerous cells in the tissue 
removed from Mr. Reagan’s 
urinary tract, but they said that is 
ordinarily no cause for great alarm 
because the type of cancer usually 
found tends to spread very slowly. 

The experts said the p ri nc ip al 
risk of the surgery is from 
excessive bleeding, but that this is 
easily remedied wife a blood 
tranrfusbn. 

Mr. Reagan’s hospitalisation 
(Cos tinned oa page 3) 


Consultative Economic Council studies 
local industries and competitiveness 


% a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tbe Consultative 
Economic Council held its second 
meeting on Sunday under the 
chairmanship of the prime 
minister, Mr. Zaid Rifat, and 
discussed issues pertaining to 
economic activity in the Kingdom, 
wife special focus on production 
costs, transport and funding new 
technology for local industries as 
well as the marketing policies 
inside and outside the country. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the meeting covered 
issues related to production taxes 
levied from protected local 
industries and costs of 
transportation, including fees 


charged at Aqaba port on exports, 
and their impact on the 
international competitiveness of 
Jordanian products. 

Also discussed during the 
meeting were methods and 
procedures related to funding 
transfer and acquisition of 
technology for local industries and 
the role of the banking sector in 
financing national investments 
and streamfining the process of 
commercial lending and 
borrowing. 

The council was formed tn 
September, 1986, under the 
chairmanship of tbe prime 
minister, with foe aim of activating 
the economic sector and achieving 
the goals of comprehensive 
national development. It held its 


first meeting oa Dec. 4. 

The formation of the council 
stemmed from the imp ortant role 
of investment and saving in 
reactivating fruitful economic 
activities ana in recognition of foe 
importance of close cooperation 
between foe public and private 
sectors in increasing saving and 
investment and in achieving foe 
goals of comprehensive 
development in the country , said a 
Cabinet statement issued at foe 
time. 

The council serves as a 
permanent body for free dialogue 
and exchange of views and 
consultation between 
representatives of the public and 
private sectors in tbe country. 


Sabah returns home after visits to Syria and Iraq 


Kuwait finds support for efforts 
towards Arab-Islamic unity 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s 
Forego Minister Sheikh Sabah A1 
Ahmad A1 Sabah returned 
Sunday from surprise visits to 
Syria and Iraq, saying he had 
found support for efforts to 
overcome obstacles to Arab and 
Islamic causes. 

. Kuwaitis emir. Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah, is scheduled to 
host an Islamicsummiton Jan. 26. 

Sheikh Sabah's trip was seen by 
diplomats as a bid to ensure that 
Presidents Hafez Al Assad of 
Syria and Saddam Husseinof Iraq 
attend the .conference in person; 
rather than send envoys. 

Neither Syria nor Iraq, bitter 
political and ideological foes — 
Damascus supports Tehran in the 
Iran -Iraq war— have yet said who 
will head their delegations to 


Kuwait. 

Both are leading Islamic powers 
and the presence of Mr. Assad and 
Mr. Hussein, diplomats said, 
would add stature to the talks and 
to any proposals they could be 
persuaded to support jointly. 

Sheikh Sabah flew to Damascus 
on Saturday and then on to 
Baghdad with personal messages 
from the emir for tbe two leaders, 
which he said dealt with bilateral 
ties and Arab and Islamic affairs. 

The Kuwait News Agency, in a 
brief report an the minister’s 
.jelurn, said he “found, 
understanding and support for 
what the emir seeks to achieve ii^ 
the spirit of cooperation to 
overcome all obstacles facing 
Arab and Islamic causes.” 

Diplomats said Sheikh Sabah’s 


diplomatic swing appeared to be 
aimed also at building on earlier 
pan-Arab contacts designed to 
promote a rapprochement 
between Damascus and Baghdad. 

The Iraqi News Agency gave no 
details of the verbal message to 
President Hussein from Sheikh 
Jaber other than to say it dealt 
with bilateral relations and the 
current Arab situation. 

Sheikh Sabah earlier discussed 
foe Islamic summit and regional 
issues with Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz. 

Mr. Aziz is due to begin an 
official visit to Algeria on 
Monday, Algeria’s APS news 
agency reported. 

Meanwhile, Iran's national 

(Continued on page 3) 


Cypriot 
boats run 
Israeli 
gauntlet 

LARNACA, Cyprus (R) — Two 
Cypriot ferries “docked safely on 
Sunday from return trips to 
Lebanon as Israel’s foreign 
minister said one had been 
intercepted to try to prevent 
Palestinian attacks. 

An Israeli gunboat oa Friday 
stopped foe 3, 680 -tonne Sunny 
Boat with 64 passengers as it 
sailed of the Lebanese coast for 
Jounieh, 130 kilometres north of 
Israel's border with Lebanon. 

The navy found Palestinian 
fighters on board and sent the ship 
home to Cyprus, an Israeli 
spokesman said. 

The Sunny Boat arrived in 
Jounieh on Sunday with 250 
passengers while the 8487-tonne 
Empress unloaded at dawn in 
Lamaca after picking op 600 
passengers from foe Lebanese 
port. Neither ship reported any 
incidents on foe seven-bour sea 
journey. 

“We don’t interfere with what 
are called innocent boats, 
harmless boats,” Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres said on 
aimed forces radio. “But so long 
as we receive information of 
movement of terrorists or 
weapons that could endanger 
Israel, we naturally take 
preventive actions” Mr. Peres 
said. 

A foreign ministry spokesman 
said Israel was “looking into” a 
strong Cyprus government protest 
over the interception. 

The Sunny Boat! s captain and 
agents deny that it ferries 
Pales tinian fighters to the “camps 
war” which has raged for three 
months between Palestinians and 
foe Shfite Amal militia in Beirut 
and South Lebanon. 

The passenger fist showed 36 
Lebanese, one Iraqi and 27 
passengers from nine non-Arab 
countries on board last Friday 
when the shq> was turned back to 
Cyprus. 

Amal said it had captured a 
Pales tinian at a Beirut checkpoint 
who admitted arriving from 
Cyprus ^ wifo 23 others on a rightist 
milit ia boat during Christmas. 

hi Beirut, a “Lebanese Forces'’ 
militia statement denied that it 
was naming Palestinians into 

(Coo tinned oa page 3) 


O’Connor visits Herzog’s 
home/office in Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — In a dramatic turnabout 
Cardinal John O'Connor visited 
Israeli President C haim Herzog 
Sunday making him tbe 
h ighest-ranking Vatican official to 
visit the office of an Israeli leader 
in foe occupied Holy City of 
Jerusalem. 

The Roman Catholic 
archbishop of New York, who had 
agreed as a compromise to meet 
Mr. Herzog at hs home, seemed 
embarrassed by a barrage of 
reporters’ questions asking if he 
was aware the meeting was held in 
foe office wing of Mr. Herzog’s 
residence. 

Cardinal O’Connor said he did 
not know the 60-minute meeting 
was in Mr. Herzog’s office and 
said, “if anyone n officialdom 
here thought that by coming here I 
was co mmg to foe president's 
office foen there’s been a very 
grave -irsundemandmg. I would 
regret ihat very, very much.” 

“I would be terribly 
disappointed if I were allowed to 
think I was coining on an informal 
residential visit when in fact I was 
visiting an office,’’ be added. 

Tbe colourful prelate whose 
week-long Middle East tour has 


been shrouded in controversy also 
said be had not sought Vatican 
consent before the meeting. 

“I have to believe that I have 
just informally visited his 
residence and since that was never 
at question there was no need for 
any 'clearance,' '* Cardinal 
O’Cbnnor said. 

Cardinal O'Connor is 
scheduled to meet wifo Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres at 
his Jerusalem residence on 
Monday morning. 

Earlier, Vatican spokesman - 
Joaquin Navarro said the 
cardinals meetings with Mr. 
Herzog and Mr. Peres would not 
violate tbe Holy See’s policy. 

Navarro told AP in Rome that 
foe meetings would only be “acts 
of courtesy noting that Pope 
John Paul II bod met Mr. Peres 
last year and other popes met 
Israeli leaders in the past at the 
Vatican. 

The meeting wifo Mr. Peres 
could be seen as a “reciprocal” 

. gesture for Mr. Peres’ visit at 
Cardinal O’Connor’s New York 
home last year, the official said, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 


Israeli 
helicopters 
attack 
S. Lebanese 
villages; 

3 killed 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Israeli 
helicopter gunships attacked 
several villages on Sunday in 
UN. -policed South Lebanon on 
Sunday and police said at least 
three people were killed and eight 
wounded. 

Police said at least four 
helicopters were involved in foe 
attack, raking roads and fields 
around Baraachite and nearby 
villages with machinegun fire. 

The raid, the first Israel has 
staged in Lebanon this year, was 
an apparent reprisal for an attack 
last week by pro-Iranian 
Hizbollah (Party of God) fighters 
on two posts near Baraachite held 
by the Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia. 

Fifteen SLA men and two 
Hizbollah fighters were reported 
killed in the clash, during which 
Hizbollah overran SLA posts and 
captured an Israeli-supplied 
M-l 13 armoured troop carrier. 

In Tel Aviv, an Israeli army 
spokeswoman said the helicopters 
attacked houses in Khirbet Seim 
and Qabrikha, said to have been 
used by Hizbollah for attacks on 
the Israeli-declared “security 
zone” in South Lebanon. 

The two villages lie some eight 
kilometres north of Baraachite, 
which is on the edge of foe 
SLA-held rone eight kilometres 
from the Israeli border. 

Israeli aircraft raided targets in 
Lebanon 18 times last year. Most 
of foe attacks were aimed at 
Palestinian camps. 

Lebanese police confirmed that 
the mam targets of Sunday's 
•attack were the villages of Khirbet 
Seim and Qabrikha in the 
Ghana ian-pa trolled rone of the 
UN. Interim Force In Lebanon 
(UNBFIL). 

SLA spokesmen had charged, 
that last week Hizbollah 
attackers infiltrate d in to 
Baraachite through UNlFIL's 
territory, and vowed reprisals. 

On Dec. 24, Israeli troops and 
attack helicopters hit a Lebanese 
village outside the “security zone” 
in foe eastern sector of South 
Lebanon. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin last month 
confirmed newspaper reports that 
Israeli pilots had refrained from 
bombing guerrilla targets in 
Lebanon in order to help the 
United States free its hostages 
held there. 

The reports said foe United 
States had asked Israel to avoid 
hitting the Iranian -backed 
Hizbollah to aid American efforts 
to secure tbe release of hostages. 

“More than two years age. 
there was a United States request 
to us about hitting or not hitting 
certain guerrilla targets in' 
Lebanon in connection wifo foe 
American hostages,” Rabin said. 


Investigators seek clue to Varig crash 


ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast 
(Agencies) — Investigators 
hunted through jungle outside 
Abidjan on Sunday looking for 
foe cause of a Brazilian airline 
crash as doctors fought to keep 
one of foe two survivors alive. 

Forty-nine of foe 51 passengers 
and crew on board Varjg Flight 
RG797 to Rio and Sao Paolo died 
when foe airliner crashed into 
dense and marshy woodland 
about 40 kilometres north east of 
Ivory Coast’s economic capital 
early Saturday. 

Investigators from Varig were 
flying to Abidjan, where airport 
officials said rescue teams were 
still searching for the plane's flight 
recorders. 

They said foe starch would 
probably be a lengthy one since 
some of the debris had sunk deep 
into foe marshy land. 

Minutes before the plane 
smashed into foe ground and 
disintegrated as it carved a foul 
several hundred metres long 
through the trees, tbe captain bad 
reported engine trouble and sail 
he was returning to Abidjan. 

French troops, hacking their 
way to the crash site wifo 
machetes, Sound badly charred 


and grotesquely twisted bodies 
among foe smouldering debris 
scattered over a large area. 

But two men, one Ivorian 
schoolteacher and an as yet 
unidentified white man, were 
discovered alive in the tail. 
Reports of his nationality varied, 
some describing him as a 
Lebanese or a Brazilian of 
Lebanese stock while others said 
he was a Briton who had flown in 
from Monrovia on his way to 
Brazil 

The dead included an 
American , a German couple and a 
Briton, accord mg to foe airline's 
office m Rio de Janeiro. The 
other victims were from Africa 
and South America. 

Varig identified foe American 
only as L. Cleveland, without 
providing a hometown, and an 
airline official said he did not 
know whether foe couple was 
from East Germany or West 
Germany. 

Soldiers who sealed off foe area 
said the four-engine jetliner 
crashed about 300 metres from 
the small La Me River, which 
rescuers had to cross in knee-deep 
mud, near foe village of Grand 
Aiepe. 


The French news agency 
Agence France -Presse said the 
pilot’s last message was that ne 
was circling to dump excess fuel 
before coming back to land. 

When contact was lost, foe 
control tower called for help from 
French marines stationed near the 
airport under military aid 
agreements. Two units headed for 
the crash area on dirt roads and by 
foot. 

The Ivorian was conscious when 
found and told rescuers: “I am in 
too much pain, I win talk 
later.” He was rushed to an 
Abidjan hospital and was 
reported on Sunday to be out of 
danger. Hospital sources 
described foe other survivor's 
condition as serious and could nor 
say if he would pull through. 

Varig and diplomats from 
countries concerned declined to 
give a full casualty list uritfl all next 
of kin had been informed. 

In Rio de Janeiro, later Sunday 
Varig released a list of passengers 
on the plane. 

Forty -nine of the 51 passengers 
and crew died. Varig identified foe 
survivors as A. Wansa, a British 
citizen, and Yessoh Neuba, from 
Ivory Coast. 
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Chad claims 748 Libyans killed; 
tanks, planes captured at Fada 


N’DJAMENA, Chad (Agencies) — The Chad army 
says it wiped out about half the Libyan garrison at 
the oasis of Fada and captured six airplanes, 13 
tanks and a radar station. 

The command said 748 Libyan "mercenaries members of die 
troops died and 81 were taken Islamkbrigade recruited by Ubya 
prisoner when government troops from countries across the Sahara, 
took the strategic north eastern Zouar is a small but strategic 
town. In a communique broadcast spot on the main desert track 
Saturday nightby Radio Chad, the north to Libya. Chad says Libya 
army raid IS government troops has attacked Zouar four times 
died and 54 were wounded in the sinceDec.il. 
fighting Friday. Government forces reached the 

A government force which area on Dec. 31. Since then, the 
reportedly heavily outnumbered government claims to have 
the Libyan garrison attacked the inflicted heavy damage on the 
oasis before dawn Friday. The Libyans, 
army said Fada was captured after Reports of the fighting could 

fierce figh ting late that afternoon, not be independently verified. 

The communique d aimed that Libya denies it has troops in 
13 Soviet-built T-55 tanks , six Chad. France and the United 
Italian-built Marchetti States say several thousand 
ground -attack aircraft .and a Libyan troops with air support are 
complete radar station were based in northern Chad, 
captured from 1 the defeated The Libyan news agency JANA 
Libyans. denied Saturday that Libyan 

On Saturday, Chad accused forces carried out air attacks and it 
Libyan aircraft of dropping denied the loss of a helicopter, 
napalm on Fada and the outpost of In Paris, Issiaka Anaime, 

Zouar in the arid Tibesth spokesman for the Chadian 
Mountains in the north west. Democratic Revolutionary 
An earlier army communique Council, the last pro-Libyan rebel 
said the air attacks "were mainly group, claimed in a communique 
aimed at the civilian population." that the counciTs troops continued 
1 1 also claimed a Libyan helicopter to hold Fada. 
was shot down at Fada. But French news media said 

The army said it repulsed a French military sources confirmed 
Libyan attack at Zouar Saturday, Fada had fallen to Chadian 
killing 41 Libyans and government troops. 


Israeli minister resigns 
over conversion dispute 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Interior 
Affairs Minister Rabbi Yitzhak 
Peretz tendered his resignation 
Sunday to protest a court ruling 
which ordered him to register an 
American- convert as a Jew . 

"It's a pity to give up a position 
of power, but even more a pity to 
give up a principle,’* the 
ultra-orthodox Peretz told 
reporters. 

The synagogue -state struggle 
over the registration of converts 
involves an inherent clash 
between the judicial civO system 
and the religious establishment 
which views Jewish religious law 
as the supreme cuthority in 
matters of personal status. 

The resignation goes into effect 
in 48 hours but Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir and other 
government officials are trying to 
dissuade Peretz from his derision. 
Peretz announced his intention to 
resign last week. 

Peretz’s resignation is not 
expected to bring down the 
25 -member government but 
Shamir is seeking to avoid 
upheaval in bis fragile 
six-week-oki coalition. 

Peretz refused to cany out a 
Dec. 12 decision by the supreme 
court ordering him to register 
Sboshana Miller of Colorado 
Springs, Colorado as a Jew in her 
identity card. Ms. Miller, 43, was 
converted to Judaism by a Reform 
rabbi in the United States before 
Immigrating to Israel. 

Orthodox Jews, including 
Peretz’s tiny SHAS party, refuse 


to recognise conversions carried 
out by Reform or Conservative 
rabbis. 

"I wili never give my hand to the 
false conversion of Jews," Peretz 
wrote in his resignation to Shamir. 

Reform and Conservative Jews 
have waged a long-standing 

cam paign for recognition in Israel, 
where orthodox rabbis control all 
divorce, marriage and conversion 
proceedings. 

There are four millio n Reform 
and Conservative Jews in the 
United States but less than 9,000 
of Israel's 3.5 million Jews belong 
to those groups. 

Ms. Miller, who is on a visit to 
the United States, said Peretz's 
resignation was ‘ ‘convincing proof 
of the necessity of granting equal 
status to all streams of Judaism." 
She spoke in a telephone 
interview with Israel Radio. 

Ms. Miller, who found heiself 
the centre of a national storm, 
added: "When I derided to 
convert, I thought innocently' 
that I was making a strictly 
personal commitment." . 

Peretz rejected earlier 
compromise proposals including a 
proposal that he resigns for one 
day while Shamir signs the order 
to s tamp the identity card with the 
word "Jew." 

Peretz was elected to 
parliament in 1984 at the head of 
SHAS, short for Sephardi Torah 
Guardians, which holds four seats 
in the 120-member Knesset. He 
has been in government since that 
rime. 
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23:10 Arabic song 

23£5 Close down 
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Chadian tribal forces loyal to 
former President Goukouni 
Oueddei hold much of the north. 
Until October, they were allied 
with Libya in a stalled effort to 
overthrow the Chadian 
government of President Hisseae 
Habre. They changed sides to 
oppose Libya after Goukouni was 
wounded in a confrontation with 
Libyan forces in Tripoli and was 
reportedly placed under house 
arrest in the Libyan capital. 

Chad, a former French 
possession, gained independence 
in I960.' 

JANA also reported Saturday 
from Paris that troops were being 
airlifted from Zaire to N’djamena. 
The story quoted what were 
described as‘*firmsouxces." Zaire 
in the past has sent peacekeeping 
units to ChstA, 

JANA also said that Ide 
Oumarou, secretary-general of 
the Organisation of African 
Unity, met in Tripoli with an 
official of 'Libya’s Foreign 
Ministry to discuss “problems 
relating from * foreign forces' 
interference” in African affairs. 

Libya accuses France and the 
United States of . interference in 
Chad. Mr. Oumarou was reported 
by French media to be planning to 
visit N'djamena as part of what 
appeared to be a mediation 
attempt 

Chad- government sources said 


Sunday the capture of the 
Libyan-held garrison town of 
Fada in the north of the country 
had opened the way for a major 
offensive against another major 
Libyan base to the north west. 

Chad's military high command 
said Saturday night its forces had 
killed 784 Libyans and taken 81 
prisoner on Friday in fighting at 
Fada, held by the Libyans for the 
past three years. 

The Chad government sources 
told Reuters that the fall of Fada 
was proof of President Hissene 
Habre’s determination to drive 
Libya out of Chad's desert north. 

They said the next move would 
be an attack an Faya Largeau, a 
major Libyan base on the road 
linking Fada with Zouar. 

The sources said Mr. Habre was 
now likely to increase requests to 
France for air cover, without 
which military experts believe be 
cannot regain the oonh. 

Mr. Habre has frequently 
criticised France for providing 
only defensive military aid south 
of the 16th parallel, which was 
divided the country into two since 
1983 when French and Chadian 
forces blocked a Libyan -backed 
rebel offensive. 

France has around 1,200 men 
and Jaguar aircraft in southern 
Chad and a more offensive French 
role against Libya would also be 
welcomed by the United States, 
military analysts say. 


LONDON (R) — Former British 
Prime Minister Harold Mac Millan 
consulted retired Worid War D 
leader Winston Churchill over 
first plans to invade Egypt during 
the 1956 Suez crisis, the Sunday 
Times newspaper reported 
Sunday. 

The newspaper quoted Mr. 
MacMillan’s official biographer, 
historian Alistair Home, assaying 
Mr. MacMillan, then chancellor of 
the exchequer (finance minster), 
advocated occupying the Suez 
Canal zone and was the first to 
suggest an attack on Egypt with- 
Israel. 

Mr. MacMillan became prime 
minister in 1957 amid the 
wreckage of the Anglo-French 
invasion of Egypt which followed 
President Jamal Abdul Nasser's 
nationalisation of the Suez Canal. 

The report, in which Home 
quoted unpublished extracts from 
Mr. MacMillan's diaries, followed 
Mr. MacMillan’s death last week 
at the age of 92 and the release on 
Jan. 1 of 1956 secret government 
documents. 

The official records do not 
make dear there was collusion 
between the British and French 
allies and Israel over Suez, but 
Home said Israeli involvement 
was being considered at cabinet 
-level at the beginning of August 
1956, three months before the 
abortive intervention. 

The newspaper quoted one 
entry in Mr. MacMillan's diary, 
dated Aug. 5, 1956, as saying he 
bad dinner with Mr. Church Si at 


ChartweLL Mr. Ohurchiir s family 
home in southern England, during 
which they cfiscusseSd invasion 
plans. 

. “Isaid that unless we brought in 
Israel itcouJdn't be done. Surely if 
we landed, we must seek out the 
Egyptian forces, destroy them and 
bring down Nasser’s government 
Churchill got out some maps and- 
got quite excited,” it quoted Mr. 
MacMillan as saying in his diary. 

According to Home. Mr. 
MacMillan was rebuffed by then 
Prime Minister Anthony Eden 
who thought Mr. MacMillan and 
Mr. Churchill had been conspiring 
against him. 

Home said Mr. MacMillan was 
outwardly always loyal to Mr. 
Eden but that in private made 
dear be thought he should never 
have become prime minister. 

Horae said that in his last years 
Mr. MacMillan was leading "the 
rather lonely life of a prime 
minister wbo had long outlived his 
contemporaries.” 

Tunisian aide 
to visit UAE 


ABU DHABI (R) — Tunisia’s 
Foreign Minister Hedi Mabrouk 
will pay a two-day official visit to 
the United Arab Emirates starting 
on Jan. 17, Tunisian embassy 
officials said Sunday. They said he 
would have talks with senior 
officials on several political and 
economic issues. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* An exhibition of architectural 
painting* of Iraq A1 Amir by Francois 
Larcfae and Jean-Fiene Lange at tbc 
Ar c hit ect u re Gallery — Reyad Centre, 
Jabal Amman (until Jan. 10). 

* A painting exhi b i t ion entitled: “On 
the Banks of Jordan*' at the Jordan 
National Gallery, Jabal Luwejbdeh 
(until Jan. 23). 

* An exhibition of paintings by 
Moroccan artist Mefadi Qotbi at die Ala 
Ait Gallery, Jabal Amman, Fust Circle 
(until Jan. 7). 


Opening boors: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. 
(Fridays and official boBdays 1 0.00 am . 
4.00 pm.). Closed Tuesdays. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


* An exh&itioa of pbol 
“La Vaietm" at the 
Centre (until Jan. 29). 


(entitled 

Cultural 


FEATURE FILM 

* “Nine to R*eT at 7:00 pm. at the 
American Centre. 

VIDEO 

■• fTiimtian ** at 4 :00pm. at the Frtndi 
Cultural Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .. teL 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Come Library — 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

Fiendi Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute ... 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Qifcnial Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Gty 667181/6 . 

Y.W.CA 641793 

Y.WAtA 664251 

Amman Munkipa] Library — 637111 
University of Jotdzi Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costunes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Mad aba arid Jerarii (4th 

to 1 8th centuries). The Tbman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours: 94)0 am. - 5 
pro. Year -round. TeL 651760. 

Ionian Antaeotaglcal Mason: Has an 
ejcce fle nt e o Be c rion of rheaniiQuitieaof 
Jordan. Jabal A1 Qafa (CtoddHffl). 


lions Amman CM>. Meetings every 
tint and third Wednesday at the 
HoEday Dm, 1J0 pm. 
lions PUaddphfa CM*. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 730 pm. 
PtaBaddptafai Rotary CM). Meetings 
every Wednesday at the HoSday Inn, 

Roten Chib. Meetmes every Tuesday 
at the mteraatmeatal Hotel, 2.00 pm . 
Rqyal A ut nnobi e CM>. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Code. TeL 815261, 815410. 

CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Qcnfa (Room Chibofic) 
Jabal Amman, TeL 624590. 

Chord] of the Aramndsdon (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. TeL 
637440. 

De la Sale Cburch (Roman Qntofic) 
Jabal Hussein. TeL 661757. 

Tcmsimta Cbnrcfa (Romm CatboEcL 
Jabal Luweibdeh, n ita* jn Tratan 
lang u ag e , meet every Saturday at 530 
pm. Tet 622366 

Church of the Amdatlon (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdaE.TeL 623541. 
Angican Church (Church of the 
Redeemer) Jabal Amman.Tel 678906- 
Aremdra Catitolc Church Ashrafleb, 

TeL 771331. 

ArwafmOrtMorClniKh Aduafieb. 
TeL 775261. 

^^^Ornnh^dan Orthodox) 

Amman International Charcb 

(IqWT-deaoai national): meets at 
Southern Baptist School in Shrrwwni, 
TeL 677534 

Eraagdcil Unban Chord), Jabal 
Amman, 6flrOide. (Rev. N. Smirl 
Tet 811295. * 

Rriafao* Congregation (Interna rioaal, 

I terdenoro national) meets in the 
Church of the Redeemer, Jabal 
Amman, TeL 606974. 

PRAYER TIMES 
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MacMillan reportedly consulted 
Churchill on Suez invasion 


Fadlallah 
defends 
Iran arms 
purchases 
from U.S. 

BEIRUT (R) — A pro-Iranian 
Shfite Mfistun religious leader 
said Sunday toatlxanhad made no 
concessions to the United States in 
return for arras shipments. 

Sheikh Mohammad Hussein 
Fadlallah, -seen as the spiritual 
guide of the Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah (Party of God) told An 
Nahar daily that his ties to Iran 
were based on its co mmi tment to 
“foe Islamic line in its policy, 
legislation and moves. 

“As for the question of amts 
shipments to Iran ... I do not 
consider it represents any 
departure from that line,” he said. 
“There is a difference between 
having political, arms or economic 
links with a state and subjugation 
to that state” 

Disclosure of a series of US. 
arms sales to Iran involving Israel 
has led to U.S. congressional 
investigations and charges that 
profits from the deal were 
diverted to contra rebels fi ghting 
the Nicaraguan government. 

The arms shipments also 
brought the release of three US. 
hostages held by pro- Iranian 
Shfite groups in Lebanon. 

Fadlallah dismissed the idea 
that Iran had compromised its 
principles in the deals. “I do not 
consider that Iran has presented 
anything to America that departs 
from its Islamic political line,” An 
Nahar quoted nun as saying. 


Lebanese 
militias 
close coast 
road after 
killings 

BEIRUT (R) — Druze and Shfite | 
Muslim militia mm blocked the 
main coast road linking Beirut 
with South Lebanon Sunday after 
two militiamen were shot dead | 
Saturday night, police said. 

Fighters of the Druze-led 
Progressive Socialist Party (PSP) 
and the Shfite Amai militia set up 
a roadblock at Jiyeb village, 25 
kilometres south of Beirut. 

The move was to forestall any 
violent reaction after two PSP 
militiamen were ambushed and 
killed as they drove through 
Ouzai, an Araai-controlled 
district just south of the capital. 

One was a military commander 
in the Druze-beld Shouf hills 
south east of Beirut. Yasser 
Zubian. The other was Omar 
Zubian. 

Amai also halted southbound 
traffic at Ouzai, while Sunni 
Muslim militiamen stopped 
northbound traffic at Sidon. 

Amai denounced the killings 
Saturday night, saying: "The reply 
will be harsh and merciless against 
the factions which instigate such 
bands to cany out these attacks.” 


Moscow keen to boost Saudi ties 


KUWAIT (R) The Soviet 
ambassador to Kuwait said in 
re marks published Sunday that 
Moscow was keen to boost its ties 
in the Gulf, especially with Saudi 
Arabia. 

Ernest Zverev also told die 
Kuwaiti newspaper A1 Watanthat 
Moscow was working towards a 
solution of the Afghan problem, 
and a withdrawal of Soviet troops 
from Afghanistan. 

“If there was no outside 
interference, and supplies of aims 
to rebels from the U.S. the 
problem could be resolved 
immediately,” he remarked. 

“Weare working to develop tics 


with all the Gulf states, especially 
Arabia,” die ambassador 

added. 

The Soviet Union, in fact, was 
one of the first foreign powers to 
recognise establishment of the 
kingdom by Urn Sand in 1926 and 
to send a representative. But the 
consul, who embraced I sl a m , was 
withdrawn in 1938 because of 
Saudi anger over his extreme 
proselytising and has never been 
replaced. 

Saudi officials have often said in 
public that Moscow must change 
its attitude towards Islam before 
diplomatic ties can be considered. 

Riyadh, critical of the Soviet 


intervention in Afghanistan, 
maintains that as a country whose 
constitution is the Koran, it cannot 
enjoy formal ties with an atheist 
state. Mr. Zverev aid Moscow and 
Riyadh exchanged views through 
a number of channels, including 
contacts between their 


other centres. 

Among Saudi Arabia's allies in 
the six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council, Kuwait agreed to 
establish diplomatic ties with the 
Soviet Union in 1963. and O man 
and die United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) followed suit last year. 

Bahrain and Qatar have, no 
diplomatic links with Moscow. 


Detained Iranian ship returns home 


TEHRAN (R) — An Iranian 
cargo ship, centre of a tow 
between Iran and Italy when it was 
held at Genoa port last month, has 
returned home, the daily Tehran 
Times said Sunday. 

Italian dock workers refused to 
service die Iran Jabad until the 
captain allowed an Iranian 
stowaway, who they said wanted 
asylum, to disembark. 

Iran protested at the one week 
blockage and stopped six Italians 
from leaving Iran as they were 
about to fry out on Dec. 18 to 
return borne for Christmas. 

Italy’s Prime Minister Betfioo 
Craxi then ordered the ship 
released and the Iran Jahad sailed 


the same day with the stowaway, 
22-year-old Amir Albongino 
Maksari, on board. 

The Iranian embassy in Rome 
said he did not want to go to Italy 
and had intended to seek work in 
the Gulf emirate of Dubai. 

Tehran Times quoted die ship’s 
captain, Hossien-Aii Yazdani, as 
saying on returning to Iran that 
the episode had been a plot by the 
opposition Muj ahedeen-E -Khaki 
group "under the pretext of 
supporting human rights.” 

“The act proved that Italian 
ports are not safe forcaigo ships of 
other countries since they, too, 
run the risk of being seized on 
whatever flimsy pretext Italy may 


seek to justify her action,” it 
quoted Mr. Yazdani as saying. 

There was no mention of 
Maksari in the report. 

An official of the Islamic 
Republic Shipping Lines, which 
owns Iran Jahad, said the incident 
had cost the company over SI 
million and Iran would try to make 
good by following up the matter 
through international circles, 
Tehran Times said. 

The row over Iran Jahad 
followed the expulsion of three 
Italian diplomats by Tehran in 
November in protest over a 
programme on Italian state-run 
television which Iran found 
insulting. 


Iranian family seeks asylum in Italy 


ROME (R) — An Iranian famil y 
of four wbo arrived here without 
any identification papers waited at 
Rome's Fiumkino Airport in 
hope of getting asylum in Italy, 


airport sources sa 
The family, comprising a. man, 
his wife, and their two small 
children, was not name d 


The sources said the four had 
arrived in Rome two days ago on a 
flight from Tehran ana had 
remained m the transit lounge 
without making themselves 
known to airport police or other 
authorities. 

A relative resilient in Italy had 
finally alerted police to the 


family’s arrival, the sources said. 

Sources at the Italian Interior 
Ministry said later that toe family 
had been granted permission to 
enter Italy temporarily. 

Whether toe family would 
remain in Italy or seek asylum 
elsewhere was not yet dear. 


Paper claims Iran, Syria and Libya 
linked to Istanbul synagogue attack 


NEW YORK. (R) — Iran, Libya 
and Syria might all have helped to 
sponsor the suicide attack on an 
Istanbul synagogue last 
September in which 22 
worshippers were killed, the 
New York Times said Sunday. 

The paper Said an investigation 
by its toriner Cairo bureau chief 
Judith Miller suggested that the 
raid, in which toe two attackers 
died, was not the work of only ooe 
group. 

“Interviews with terrorism 
experts in Paris, London, Israel 
and Istanbul suggest that the 
massacre was earned out .... by 


several (groups), with the 
assistance of more than one 
government, acting together and 
sharing responsibilities and a 
division of terrorist labour," the 
paper said. 

The paper cited such evidence 
as Communist Bloc arms found at 
•the synagogue and at the sites of 
other attacks in Thricey, as well as 
information from a “terrorist” 
under arrest in Pakistan, to 
support its charges. 

“This, along with the evidence 
provided by ballistics, 
interrogators, surveillance of 
clandestine shipments in 


diplomatic pouches, all point to 
three states as possible sponsors of 
the Istanbul carnage: Syria, Libya 
and Iran,” the New York Times 
said. 

It quoted an Israeli expert as 
saying: “Libya buys, stores and 
distributes weapons through its 
pouch, Syria provides the 
logistical intelligence and training 
.... Iran provides the suicide 
commandos and some funding.” 

The papersaid that for political 
reasons it had been easier for 
countries like Turkey and the 
United States to blame only 
Rilestinian leader Abu Nfdal for 
toe synagogue attack. 


4 gunmen killed in dash with Algerian forces 


ALGIERS (R) — Four men on 
toe run for 18 months after 
attacking a police school near 
Algiers were killed in a clash with 
security feces Saturday night, the 
Algerian News Agency (APS) 
reported Sunday. 

It said Mustapba Bouiali, 
described by diplomatic sources as 
leader of a 20-strong group of 
Islamic fundamentalists,- was 
among the dead. ' 

Another three group me [fibers 


were wounded in a shoot-out with 
security forces near Laibaa. about 
30 kilometres south of Algiers, 
APS said. 

The attack on toe Soumaa 
Police School, near Bhda, took 
place in August 1985. A warden 
was killed and arms were stolen. 
In October the same year, five 
Algerian gendarmes were killed in 
a dash with the group. 

•Diplomatic sources said 
Bouiali, a 46-year-old former 


fighter in the Algerian Liberation 
War against France, formed the 
group in 1984. 

He was jailed for life in his 
absence at toe trial of 135 Islamic 
fundamentalists in April 1985 . the 
sources said. 

The group was set up to attack 
banks, factories, petrol stations 
and police stations to get money 
and weapons to carry out guerrilla 
warfare in toe hilk of south of 
Algiers, they added. 
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feme news 

British Council awards certificates 
to royal scholarship recipients 
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AMMAN (XT.) — The British 
Council representative in 
Amman, Mr. David Latta, 
prcsrated certificates Sunday far 
the “King Hussein of Jordan 
Scholarships** to three past 
Jordanian recipients of the 
scholarship. The recipients were 
Ramzi Shaaban, his sister Ran da, 
and Mr. Yazid Sharafia. The 


scholarship is Miss Yasmin Saudi, 
whose tawjihi average was 98 per 
pent, and who is now studying 
theoretical physics. Miss Saudi has 


already applied to five universities 
in the United Kingdom, including 
Cambridge, and they all have 
accepted her applications. 


Hussein's signature, and those ... 
the chairman of the Davies’ 
Educational Trust Ltd. and the 
principal of the Davies’ 
Educational College in the United 
Kingdom. 

The King Hussein of Jordan 
Scholarships are donated by the 
Davies' Educational Trust 
annually to an outstanding 
acad emic student with a 
“promising future”; it is for one 
year only. Studies during this year 
stand for the normal “A” level 
requirement of British University. 

This year’s recipient of die 


Arab detainees in Israeli 
jails estimated at 8,450 


AMMAN (Petra) A report 

issued by the Ministry of Occupied 
Territories Affair s estimates the 
number of Arab detainees in 
Israel jails at 8,450, who, it says, 
are undergoing constant torture 
and are derived of basic human 
necessities. 

The report said that the Israeli 
authorities have established 19 
prisons forthe Arab percolation in 
towns and cities of the Palestinian 
land, occupied since 1948, all .of 
which have cells for solitary 
confinement and quarters for 
conducting torture. 


These jails axe cramped with 
Arab detainees whose health 
conditions continue to deteriorate 
due to lack of proper medical 
attention -and the "starving 
policy” practised against them by 
the prison authorities, the report 
said. It added that Arab detainees 
are suffering from anaamfe* and 
skin among others, and 

their diet does not include the 
minimum calories required forthe 
human body which is 2400 a day. 

The prison authorities deprive 
the Arab detainees of the right to 
listen to Arab broadcasts^ 


10 sports complexes to be built 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Youth plans to set up 10 sports 
complexes in various parts of the 
Kingdom witfajn the current 
1 986- 1990 five-year 
development plan, according to 
Minister of Youth Eid Dahiyat. 
Hie said, in an interview with the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, that 
each of these complexes should 
have a capacity for seating 10,000 
to 15,000 spectators, in addition 
to utilities and in-door facilities 
for basketball, handfall, 
volleyball, and lawn tennis. 

The minister said that 
agreement has been reached with 
municipalities and village councils 
to make available suitable pieces 
of land for sports projects. 

The ministry also seeks to pass 
legislation governing sports and 
youth activities, and relations 
between youth centres and 
various concerned authorities. 

The Ministry of Youth is 
concerned with the development 
of hobbies and sports activities 
among the youth of Jordan , and is 
also keen on developing the 
feeling of their belonging to their 
nation, the minister noted. For 
this reason, he said, the ministry is 
planning wide scale programmes 
that ihiduite^ yiEwth centres, 25 - 
for males and -15 for females. *•' 

These centres .Tie hbfed , wfllbe* 1 



Eid Dohfyat 

established between now and 
1990 in the course of 
implementing the ministry’s 
five-year development plan. At 
these centres, the youth will be 
helped to undertake responsible 
activity and to foster the spirit of 
team work. These projects, the 
minister said, are expected to cost 
JD 6 million. 

In addition to these integrated 
centres, the ministry’s five-year 
plan provides for. setting, up 
smaller centres for eadvdistrict. A ^ 
total of 275 such, centres will- be- 
created at schools where sports 


and social activities can be 
organised in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Education, the 
minister added. 

He said that a total of JD 
950,000 has been allocated for 
such projects annually, or JD 3.8 
million over the coming four 
years. 

Dr. Dahiyat said that the 
Ministry of Youth has laid down 
plans for establishing five standing 
youth camps. These, be said, will 
be located at Zay, the Central 
Jordan Valley, Aqaba, A1 Azraq 
and Sihobak. and will indude 
.sports facilities, a medical clinic 
and other basic utilities. The five 
camps will have an estimated 
overall cost of JD 750,000. 

According to the minister, the 
five-year plan also provides for 
expanding the A1 Hussein Sports 
Coy in Irbid, a project Which will 
be carried out in cooperation with 
a Chinese firm which signed a 
contract for the project- with the 
Jordanian government in 1984. 
This project, he said, entails 
building a large stadium, a 
gymnasium hall, three swimming 
pools, a power station, and other 
basic utilities, in 'addition to 
hand ball and volleyball courts . He 
saiithe projeetjs expected to be 
ddihpl6&d% 1989- -i" ■"* 


No let-up in Amal-Palestinian battles 


(Continued from page 1) 
Lebanon” to its request last 
month to go to Damascus and 
Beirut to try to arrange a 
ceasefire. 

Itadded that the committee had 
“agreed on the manner in which it 
plans future action m order to 
apply Arab League resolutions,” 
which called for a “camps war" 
truce at last- month’s emergency 
meeting. 

It gave no further details and set 

no date, but Arab League foreign 
ministers agreed at last month's 
session to meet in Tunis again on 
Jan. 14 to review the situation in 
Lebanon. 

The diplomatic sources said the 
committee would seek to gp to 
Syria and Lebanon before that 
date, or the new foreign ministers 
meeting could be postponed. 

Lebanon origin ally opposed the 
creation of the Arab League 


committee because itoon tends the 
“camps war” is an internal affair. 

Only three foreign ministers of 
the committee — from Algeria, 
Mauritania and Jordan — 
attended Saturday’s meeting. 

Kuwait and Tunisia were 
represented by a minister of state 
and secretary of state at the 

AratT^im^to and 
North Yemen by their permanent 
representatives to the 21-member 
Arab League. 

Amal pounded the S faa til a and 
Bourj A1 Barajneh Palestinian 
refugee camps in Beirut with tank 
and artillery fire Sunday. 
Palestinians first lobbed mortar 
shells and hurled hand grenades 
into surrounding Shi’ite 
residential districts, police said. 

Palestinian gunners based in the 
central Lebanese mountains 
intervened at mid -afternoon to 


h a mm er Beirut’s southern Shfite 
suburbs with long-range artillery 
in an apparent effort to ease 
Amafs bombardment of the two 
beleaguered shantytowns. 

Thunderous shell blasts echoed 
through the Lebanese capital of 
Beirut along with the wail of 
ambulance sirens. 

Police said four people were 
k il ted and 17 wounded from both 
sides in thenewflareup. Alull had 
prevailed since new year’s eve last 
Wednesday. 

Hie latest Beirut casualties 
upped , to 536 killed and, 1,386 
wounded the known toll of the 
current round of fightmg that 
erupted Nov. 24. 

More than 1,600 people have 
been killed and 3,600 wounded by 
police count since the 
Amal-Palestinian war for 
control of the camps broke out in 
May 1985. 


Hawke offers limited Australian role 






(Continued from page 1) 
West Bank and Gaza but plans 
have not been finalised. 

— Australia does not object to,; 
visit to the country by Palestinian 
leaders but “the criterion that the 
government pursues is whether a' 
person has had an active 
involvement with or been 
advocate of terrorism.” 

Asked whether the- 
government's criterion ruled out a 
visit by Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, Mr. Hawke said: 

“Well, it does, and on that broader 
point, we have refused to 
recognise the PLO while it 
main tains its denial of Israel's 
right to exist The interests of the 
Palestinian people as well as the 
people of Israel cannot be 

advanced or protected whfie there 

is that denial..” • 

Replying to another question, 
Mr. Hawke agreed that settling 
the Middle East conffict? — the 
Arab-liraeli • problem, the 
six-year-old Ixan-Iraq war and the 
civil strife in Lebanon — was 
central to world , peace, and 
security, and said the apparent 
apathy among -Australians- 
towards the problems was the 
result of a “reasonably natural 

teademey for people not to take a 
■great deal of interest in, or become 
.concerned with, issues which they 
don’t see as immediately affectmg 

their interests or welfare.” „ 

* Howevwryhe said, “nta number 
of posts around tire world there 
■are , possible flashpoints - which 
could, generate a larger conflict, 
and ao Australians should havo-a 
real interest in trying to ensure 
that as *far ~as possible these 
potential flashpoints, are 


dampened down.” 

On secret American arms sales 
to Iran which have kicked up a. 

major controversy within the 
U.S., the Middle East and 
elsewhere, Mr. Hawke said “there 
is absolutely no question that the 
revelations of what has happened 
have diminished the authority of 
the United States at this time ... in 
the region and also to some extent 
in its relations to the countries of 
Western Europe.” However, he 
said, the believed that “it’s very' 
rarely that completely permanent 
damage is done by the action of a 
country. 

“I welcome the fact that US. 
President Ronald Reagan has 
initiated the processes of a full 
investigation and Z trust that they 
will be carried through rigorously 
and expeditiously." 

On Lebanon, the prime 
mins ter said “me situation is 
arguably the most tragic anywhere 
in 1 the world ... you have the 
international conflict, which in a 
sense are indigenous... between 
Christians and Muslims, and 
between factions within the 
Christian and Muslim 
' communities. 

L The second factor is that 
factors external to Lebanon have 
included their rivalries, into 
Lebanon... the loss of life in 
Lebanon is just truly st ag gering 
and it leads you be rather 
pessmtistic... Australia’s position 
is that, there should be no foreign 
forces in Lebanon other than 
those are there at the express 
request of the government of 
Lebanon.” . 

in reply to a question on Israeli 
raids agamst. Palestinian camps in 


Lebanon, Mr. Hawke indicated he 
found some justifications for the 
Israeli action. He said although 
Australia did not approve of such 
attacks “one of the great problems 
.in this situation is that the .camps 
are used as headquarters or 
gathering places, points of 
significance for various terrorist 
groups. And there is no doubt that 
those forces themselves have been 
prepared to use the refugee camps 
-as sort of pawns in their own 
gruesome and awesome conflict." 

Daring his visit to Jordan, Mr. 
Hawke is expected to be recevied 
by His Majesty King Hussein and 
H» Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan for a review of the Middle 
East situation and what possible 
contribution Australia could 
make towards achieving peace in 
die region, h addition, bilateral 
relations and cooperation in trade 
and economy are also expected to 
be discussed. 

Prominent among the topics for 

the Australian premier’s talks in 
Amman is possible cooperation 
between a Queensland company 
and the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company in processing 
phosphates and related products. 

Mr. Hawke leaves Jordan on 
Jan. 25 for Israel for a two-day 
visit. After talks wife Israeli 
leaders, the premier will leave for 
Europe to attend an international 
seminar and will return to Egypt 
. two days later for meetings with 
President Hosni Mubarak and 
other Egyptian leaders. Mr. 
Hawke’s talks with Israel and 
Egypt are also expected to cover 
issues related to tire Multinational 
-Observers Force in die Sinai to 
which Australia has contributed 
soldiers at American behest. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Committee to discuss health in occupied 
areas 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The joint committee for health services in the 
\ occupied West Bank wul hold a meeting on Jan. 7 to discuss a 
number of health related to Arab citizens in the occupied 


Arab territories, according to an article published Sunday in Sawt 
. AI Shaab newspaper. The eight-member qommittee is chaired by 
Dr. Muwafaq Al Fawaz. 

JMC to change medical exam schedule 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan Medical Council (JMC) is 
expected to issue a decision during the next few weeks, according 
to which the council's exams for medical specialisations will be 
held once a year, instead of twice, according to a report published 
on Sunday in the local Arabic daily Sawt Al Shaab newspaper. 

Ministry to attend world sports meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Youth will take part in the. 
m eetin g s of the executive bureau and general assembly of the 
International Sports Federation, scheduled to be held in Spain on 
Jan. 17. The meetings will last for six days.- 

Man sentenced for hashish trafficking 

AMMAN (Petra) — The mihtajy court has sentenced Salim 
Salameh Al Aheiwat to seven years imprisonment and fined him 
JD 700 for trafficking hashish. The general military governor 
endorsed the sentence. 

Teachers receive military training 

MAFRAQ (Petra) — A group of teachers employed by the 
Mafraq Industrial School graduated -here Sunday after obtaining 
military training as recruits of the People’s Army. The first batch, 
comprising 32 graduates, had civil defence and first aid tr aining in 
addition to training in the use of light arms. The graduation' 
ceremony was attended by Mafraq Governor Fayez Abbadi, the 
governors te’s police director, the military commander of Mafraq, 
and directors of government departments in the govemorate. 


Scottish group visits 
Jordan University 


AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation 
from Glasgow University m the 
United Kingdom Sunday called at 
the University of Jordan and met 
wife its president. Dr. Abdul 
Salam Al Majafi. The delegation, 
led by professor David Sharp, 
discussed with the president*' 
cooperation between the two 
universities in implementation of 
a three-year agreement signed 
earlier between the two sides. 


covering scientific and cultural 
affair s. Under the agreement both 
universities undertake to 

cooperate in research work m 
medical and health fields. Dr. 
Maiwan Kama|, the univeisiiy’s 
vice president, attended the 
meeting. Later the delegation met 
with deans of various departments 

and discussed bilateral 
cooperation. 


Queen patronises nursing, 
midwifery school graduation 


AMMAN (Pfetra) — A group of 131 nurses and 
midwives graduated Sunday at a ceremony held at 
the AI Hussein Youth City in Amman under the 
patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor. 


The Queen heard speeches 
delivered on the occasion and 
distributed diplomas to the 
graduates who completed courses 
at nursing institutes located in 
Amman, Irbid and Zarqa. 

At the outset of the ceremony, 
Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh 
made a speech outlining the 
development of nursing education 
and training in the Kingdom. The 
first institute, the Jordan College 
of Nursing, was established m 
Amman in 1953: the cumber of 
such institutes has now reached 
six, three run by the Ministry of 
Health, in Amman,- Zaiqa and 
Irbid, and three others owned and 
operated by the Armed Forces 
Royal Medical Services, the 
University of Jordan, and the 
University of Science and 
Technology, the minister said. 

The past few years have 
witnessed more and more of a 
tendency among Jordanian 
females to join the nursing 
profession, the minister pointed 
ouL He said that foe ministry 
plans to establish more nursing 
colleges within the five-year plan, 
and will also set up an institute for 
training nursing instructors. 

The' minister noted that the 
country stflJ lacks sufficient 
numbers of professional nurses' 


and midwives who. he said, are 
required to meet the mmisiry's 
plans for opening more child care 
centres and integrated health 
centres in Joidao. 

Director of the Iibid Nursing 
College Mrs. Slama Shuqair made 
a speech in which she welcomed 
Queen Noor, and outlined the 
development of the nursing 
profession in the Kingdom. She 
also paid tribute to the Ministry of 


Health which, she said, has 
offered incentives to encourage 
students to join the profession and 
serve their society. 

One of the graduates made a 
speech thanking the Queen for 
patron ising the ceremony and said 
that the graduates were looking 
forward to exert all possible 
efforts to serve the country. The 
wife of the prime minister. 
Director of the Public Security 
Lt.-Gen. Abdul Hadi Al Majaii, 
Director of the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation Mrs. In'am Al Mufti, 
and other senior officials and 
members of the diplomatic corps 
in Jordan were among those 
attending the graduation 
ceremony. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor presents diplomas to nursing and midwifery 
graduates at the AI Hussein Youth City in Amman on Sunday. 


Girl child turns into boy 


CENTRAL JORDAN VAT T RY 
(J.T.) — A little female child 
named Amina Al Shatti has 
recently been transformed into 
male and assumed the name of 
Amin, according to a report in 
Sawt Al Shaab Arabic daily. The - 
report said that the 
transformation occurred naturally 
and without a surgical operation 
on the two-year old child. 

The paper quoted the child's 
father Add Shatti who is a farmer 
as saying that his child displayed 
signs of being female and male at 
the same time, but wife more 


female signs upon birth late in 
1984. But a few months later the 
child's male organs began to make 
themselves more viable which 
prompted the child's parents to 
seek medical advice, the report 
said. 

It said that the doctors at the 
health centre near Deir Alla, 
where the parents live, said that 
the child was male and an 
operation was needed for the 
transformation. But Mr. Shatti 
was quoted as saying that no 
operation was required and the 
transformation happened 
naturally. 


Chemists to 
open seminar 

AMMAN (Petra) —.The 
Jordanian Chemists Association. 
<JCA) will open its third seminar 
under the title of “Chemistry and 
the Society" next Saturday; die 
participants will discuss a number 
of working papers dealing with the 
employment of laser beams in the 
treatment of eye ailments and 
wastewater exhausted from power 
stations. 

The two-day JCA seminar will 
be opened by Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources Hisham 
Al Khatib. 



enters 

hospital 


(Continued from page 1) 

comes at a time when he is trying 
to emerge from the shadow or a 
two -month -old political crisis 
caused by disclosure of the secret 
sale of American arms to Iran and 
die diversion of profits to U5. 
backed Nicaraguan rebels, or 
contras. 

The crisis has caused his public 
approval rating, which in early- 
November was the highest such 
rating for a U.S. leader in a 
generation, to drop more than 20 
percentage points. 

David Abshire,the former U.S. 
ambassador to the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO), 
takes over Wh ite House efforts on 
Monday to dampen the furore 
over the Iran arms sca n d a l in his 
new role as a special presidential 
adviser. 

Mr. Reagan is also about to face 
a Congress totally dominated by 
his Democratic opponents for the 
first time since he took office in 
1981. 

In his weekly radio address, Mr. 
Reagan on Saturday warned the 
new congress against tampering 
with his 51.02 trillion budget for 
1988, which will be sent to Capitol 
Hill on Monday. 

“You can’t have it both ways. 
Yon can’t demy (federal budget) 
deficits and then pass 
budget-busting legislation," he 
said. 

Congress begins its 100th 
two-year session on Tuesday and 
is expected, as in previous years, 
to make deep cuts in the 
president's budget — particularly 
on defence spending — in an 
effort to reduce the federal budget 
deficit. 

Administration officials say the 

budget far the 1988 fiscal rear 
beginning Oct. 1 wiD call for about 
$1.02 trillion in federal spending, 
more than has ever been-soughtby 
any president. 

Mr. Reagan also made a pitch 
for what is expected to be a 
$312-b3I6ti defence budget and 
criticised Congress for what be 
called a “dangerous slide” in. 
miKtHiy spending over die past 
two years. 

“Forthe last two years defence 
spending even after inflation, has 
dropped even while our 
adversaries spent more,” he said. 
‘To let this decline continue 
would endanger every family in 
America and world peace as 
welL” 


Kuwait finds support for efforts 


(Continued from page 1) 


news agency 
mty 


IRNA said First 
Minister Ali 
Mohammad Besharati left Tehran 
for Damascus on Sunday for talks 
with Syrian offidalson the summit 
and other issues. 

Support by Syria, as a close ally 
of Tehran, is seen by diplomats to 
be vital to steps to revive a- 
pan-Mamie initiative designed to 
secure a peaceful end to the- 
Iran-Xraq war, now in its seventh 
year. 

A nine-member committee set 
up by the 46-nation Organisation 
of Islamic Conference (OIC) in 
1981 met several weeks ago to 
reactivate the peace drive, after it 
had lapsed 15 months earlier. 

Tehran has repeatedly rejected 
any mediation.and vowed to keep 
fightmg until the Baghdad 
government is overthrown. 

Iran, which has often criticised 
Kuwait for political, financial and 
logistical aid to Baghdad during 
the war, recently criticised the 


decision to stage the summit in the 
ennrate.saying it should bebedd at 
a “Deutraf ' venue. 

In Tehran, Kayhan newspaper- 
quoted Prime Minister 
Mir-Hossein Mousavi as saying 
Iran would prefer the summit to 
be held in Pakistan. 

The OIC peace committee is 
expected to report to the summit 

The emir meanwhile received 
Moroccan Foreign Minister 
Abdul LatifFflaK, who conveyed a 
special message from King Hassan 
who hosted the last Islamic 
summit in Casablanca in 1984. 

The envoy's trip came after 
three Moroccan newspapers, two 
of them pro -government, this 
week urged a postponement of the 
summit because of existing Arab 
and Islamic rifts. 

“The situation be mg what it is, 
.it would be more profitable for 
Tsbwnic countries to start ironing 
out major differences...,” Al 
Maghrib, organ of Morocco’s 
governing National Assembly of 
Independents party, said Sunday. 


Cypriot boats run gaunlet 


(Contained from page 1) 
Lebanon via Jounieh, which is 
under rightist control. 

“These reports are completely 
devotf of truth... they represent a 
flagrant calumny against 
Christians, aimed at spreading 
al arm in their community to 


dismember it,” the statement said. 

Official sources in Beirut said 
U JS. Ambassador John Kelly told 
Lebanese President Amin 
Gemayel that Washington had 
contacted Tel Aviv on the ships 
issue and was satisfied with. 
Israel's response. 


‘Britain was prepared for war’ 

(Continued from page 1) 


The government released the 
documentslast week afterkeeping 
them secret for 30 years as is 
customary. 

The paper said a meeting of the 
British chiefs erf staff on Jan. 24, 
1956, chaired by Lord 
Mountbatten agreed to said in 
waves of bombers to destroy the 
small Israeli air force. 

Meanwhile, a royal navy 
aircraft carrier task force would 
bombard from the sea and royal 
mflftnft m wmM*iH/K would invade 
from tiie Red Sea, it quoted a 

T t on 'the meeting as saying. 

late 1955, the paper noted, 
Israel had been subjected to 
attacks Ity Arab guerrillas and bad 
idled a senes of aggressive 


laam 

retaliatory raids into Jordan. This 
fuelled die prospects of war 
between Israel and Jordan, which 
Britain was bound by treaty to 
hdp defend, the paper said. 

On Dec. 22, 1955, the paper 
said, the joint planning staff of the 
of staff co mm ittee had 
written a top-secret report called 
assistance to Jordan in the event of 
Israeli aggression. 

The paper quoted the report as 
.smring that in the event of Israeli 
hostility, “toe Middle East wifi be 
reinforced by land and air forces 


from the United Kingdom. It is 
imp erative that, if Joidan is to be 
saved, and not merely 
resuscitated, British action must 
be immediate.” 

As the weeks passed, the paper 
said, planning became more 
derailed and in early 1956, 
another report called limited war 
• in support of Joidan against Israel 
was produced. 

This report was quoted as 
saying that the Royal Air Force 
(RAF) would aim to smash foe 
ToraftH air force within three days 
while tiie navy bombed shore 
targets on Israel’s Mediterranean 
ooastand in the Gulf of Aqaba and 

marine commandos carried out 
.blockade operations. 

Tand operations could involve 
one parachute brigade, one 
infantry brigade and one 
armoured regiment which wotfld 
probably be intensively engaged 
m north Joidan while intensive 
fighting on battalion. • scale. 
jnHtxlmg tanks, was expected to 
last about a week to ensure the 
security of Aqaba, the report was 
quo' 


for tbs operation and foe Bl„ . 
planned to reinforce their bases in 
Joidan. Supplies were actually 
sent to the RAF base at Mafraq, 
the report was quoted as saying. 


Australian journal focuses 
on the Middle East 

By a Jordan Times maeazme's zero issue, which was 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Australian 
Focus on the Middle East, a 
newly-introduced magazine 
which , as its theme may suggest, is 
a mirror reflecting the latest 
developments in the Middle East 
to the Australian readers, will be 
on newsstands on Jan. 6. 

The 52-page illustrated 
magazine, a joint venture by a 
group of Arab scholars, can best 
be tenned a . “buflt-in” media 
supply for Australia of the real 
version of the Middle East 
developments. 

' A diversified variety of light and 
political news, ranging from 
articles probing into the economic 
situation and political blunders in 
the Middle East to topics referring 
to Israel s patching up of its policy 
towards East Asia, decorates the 


published in Sydney last 
September. 

Thumbing through the 
well-designed magazine, one can 
get in toudi with die details of 
various bewildering issues on the 
Middle East. In addition, die 
informative editorials shed fight 
on dimensions unknown to most 
of fee Australian leaders — 
detailed analysis of the Middle 
East problem since its inception. 

In the zero issue mtroductkra, 
the magazine's publisher and 
editor-in-chief. Fernando Francis, 
wrote the fob owing: “We do not 
belong to any party as we are 
backed by no-one except scholars ' 
dedicated to the cause of saving 
the world by concentrating on the 
crux of the matter — the Middle 
■ East.” And so it should be — 
Fernando is a former 
advertisement manager of the 
Joidan Times newspaper. 



Volume 1, Zero Issue of the newly-issued magazine entitled “The 
AostnMan Focus on the Middle East: An Independent, Political, 
Socio-Economic Monthly. 


SECRETARY WANTED 

A commercial company requires an executive 
secretary with excellent command of Er\glish 
and short-hand. 

For more information please contact 
Tel: 672188 and 676076 
Miss Nadia 
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We need better organised consumer protection 


One breakthrough 

AS THE special committee of Arab foreign mmisters, formed to end 
the * ‘camps war/’ met again in Tonis in another bid to accompHsfa the 
task entrusted to it by the Arab League, there were feint signs that 
there could be a let up In the fighting between brothers in Lebanon. 
The first signal came from the beleaguered Palestinian refogee camp 
of Radbidiyefa 1 in Sooth Lebanon where a convoy of trucks loaded 
with emergency supplies was allowed to drive into that camp on 
Saturday . That positive development in the conflict came in the wake 
of the call by Amal chief Nabii Bern six days ago for a new ceasefire 
ami an end to the bloody “war of the camps." Perhaps now the 
mwnwittw of seven foreign ministers composed erf the foreign 
mfafa m of Jordan, Ihnisia, Kuwait, Mau ritania , the United Arab 
Emirates, North Yemen and Algeria, in addition to Arab League 
Secretary •General ChadE Kfibi, could build on that positive 
foundation and move forward to address the heart of the armed 
conflict. This follow-up action by the seven cannot be succesfed 
without visiting Lebanon , the scene of the fightmg, and Syria, which 
has a peace-keeping force under the umbrella of the Arab League. 
Fortunately Lebanon and Syria have positively responded to the 
seven’s request to visit the two countries. 

It would have been a major setback to Arab solidarity if the two 
countries bad taken a negative stance on the Arab League action. 
After all, a visit by Arab foreipi ministers should be always welcomed 
fay all Arab capitals, whatever and no matter what the reservation that 
Arab governments may have on such visits. 

Such vitits, when realised, could afford Damascus as weD as Beirut 
opportunities to pot forward their respective views on the conflict. 
Also such visits coaid afford the committee of seven an occasion to 
acquaint itself with the realities of the conflict by receiving the 
leaderships of the two Gghtmg factions in a private forum either 
separately or jointly and defiberatmg with them mi the best means to 
end the fjghtaig. The refugee camps themselves need to be visited and 
exammed in order for the seven to be better acquamted with tfae 
situation inside and outside the camps. 

The indication made by Syria and Lebanon that they would receive 
the committee Babceakthrongh in the direction of according the Arab 
foreign mmisters real opportunities to accomplish their task. It is, 
however, regrettable that Lebanese President Amin Gemayef still 
mam tafcis that the “canqis war” constitutes an internal matter. From 
an mternational point of view such a position is untenable as such kind 
of confficts fall also undo- intern at io n al jiHTSCfction. And if there are 
strong arguments in favour of an international jurisdiction, a priori, 
an Arab jurisdiction is all the more acceptable, if not outright 
compulsory. 

We welcome the persistence of the Arab League in its pursuit of its 
m a ndate to put an end to this in ter- Arab fighting and call on aD the 
Arab official community to supp ort this Arab action. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Israel raises its head again 

ISRAEL'S arbitrary measures in the occupied Arab territories 
‘presented themselves once again with a decision by the occupation 
authorities to close down AJ Najah University in Nablus on the West 
Bank for a whole week. The Israelis say they did that because they 
were afraid of a renewed outbreak of violence and anh-lsraeh 
demonstrations. At the same time the Israelis have also announced 
they are confiscating more Arab land in the Hebron region and 
around Arab Jerusalem in a clear display of total disregard to Arab 
rights and in a bid to force the Araos to abandon their homeland. The 
Israeli measures have not drawn any condemnation yet by those who 
claim to be fighting terrorism and opposed to inhuman actions. It 
goes without saying feat condoning Israel's illegal measures is a 
[gesture of encouragement ‘ for fee Zionists to pursue their 
repressive measures against the Palestinian people. As fee Israeli 
measures continue and Israeli means of terror spread in the occupied 
Arab land, fee Arab people are subjected to humiliation and 
intimidation, and are not allowed to rise in protest or cany out any 
resistance activity. The Israelis get away with their actions and get 
what they want as the Arabs are raced with more suffering and more 
deprivation and displacement. IsraeFs crimes against Arab 
universities and Arab economic institutions should mait-g the Arab 
countries realise that struggle is the only means for deterring IsraeTs 
terrorism, and that only through an intrinsic Arab force can the 
usurped territories be regained. 

Al Dustour: Copts take a firm stand 

THE Coptic bishop of Egypt has raised Egypt’s national voice by 
announcing measures in support of the Arab rights in Jerusalem. He 
declared that Egyptian Christian pilgrims should not pay a visit to the 
holy places in the Holy City as long as it re mams under Israeli rule. 
He said thatthe Copts of Egyptwill notenter Jerusalem except in the 
company of their Muslim Brothers when the city is Liberated from 
Israeli rule. It should be noted also that the Copts did not succumb 
to Israeli pressure when Tel Aviv threatened to confiscate Deir Al 
Sultan Convent which was actually later turned over to the Ethiopian 
church in Jerusalem. This convent was Egyptian property and the 
Israelis made it a pointof seizing itforthe sake of putting pressure on 
the Copts who refused to negotiate wife the occupation authorities 
over their rights. Ibis Coptic stand, coupled wife that of the Vatican 
in Rome, wife regard to the Arab land and fee holy places there point 
to an all-out solid Christian attitude towards fee Middle East 
situation and the Arab-Israeli conflict. Israel, which has successfully 
won support of some of the western churches, is now confronted with 
a solid stand feat opposes occupation and invasion. The Coptic stand 
is bound to tighten the siege around Israel and drive it into further 
isolation. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Speedy action is needed 

AS the ‘camps war 1 continues unabated in Lebanon, the 
seven-member Arab ministerial committee has opened meetings in 
Tunis to find a way of ending the conflict and end the bloodshed. 
Over the past two months, intensified efforts were made for ending 
'the attacks on the Palestinian camps, and the new suffe rings of the 
Palestinian people but the Shfite Amal movement has been 
main ta ining its shelling of innocent civilians and destroying the 
homes of the displaced refugees, denying them any food or medical 
supplies. This tragic situation shook! prompt the Arab League and 
fee seven-member committee to take speedy action and to move 
quickly to halt fee fighting and to save thousands of innocent people 
from death. We are heartened by an announcement that president 
Gemayel of Lebanon has accepted mediation for discussing fee 
Pal e stinian camps issue in deafl and for finding a lasting solution for 
fee problem. We are also encouraged by Arab efforts through the 
Arab League and fee seven-member committee to ^nd tragedy of 

the refugees in Lebanon. 


WITH fee re introduction of fee law making it compulsory once ‘ 
again to use safety belts while driving a motor vehicle, Jordan has 
demonstrated once again that it is keeping an eye open on how to 
protect its inhabitants from unnecessary dangers. One still does not 
know why that law was lifted in the first place and is still puzzled why 
its application is made restrictive to zoning areas where speed over 60 
kilometres an hour is allowed. I know of no country which 
incorporated the safety belts rule feat waived its use where speeding 
limit Is less than 60 kilometres. And 1 doubt very much if our statistics 
on fee usefulness of safety belts are any different from the findings of 
ofeernatfoos which had pioneered fee compulsory use of safety belts 
much earlier than we did. But be that as it may, stfll by remtrodudng 
the compulsory use of safety belts, Jordan is proceeding in fee right 
direction and nothing better can we begin the new year with than by 
demonstrating that our internal issues are also as important ana 
pressing, albeit not as critical, as our external challenges and 
conflicts. 

Developing countries are by and large overwhelmed by their 
external issues and problems that they tend to gloss over their 
internal affairs. Public weal in real terms is seldom on the top of fee 
list of priorities of developing countries. The lion's share of fee 
national budgets goes for external causes and whatever is earmarked 
for domestic concerns tend to be meagre in relative terms. And as 
they grow stronger externally they concurrently grow weaker from 
the inside. Hus lopsided and unbalanced approach to the allocation 
of expenditures and interest keeps most developing countries off 
balance and essentially unstable and vulnerable. In effect they 
eventually undermine even their external strength to the extent feat 
they ignore their domestic concerns. 

{fortunately Jordan has made effective strides in the direction of 
protecting and promoting its domestic issues. And although we have 
registered major gains mid progress cat many domestic fronts and 
levels, naturally there are still some areas which await addressing and 
resolution. The list of fee rteglected subjects on fee internal scene 
could be indeed long but this is not tfae place or time to enumerate 
them at length. Suffice to mention now one particular issue which is 
uppennoston the mmdsof most of us. The beginning of the new year 
in addition to the symbolic significance of reintroducing fee safety 


By Dr. Walid Sa’di 

belt rule is indeed a propitious time to name that particular domestic 
malady and it is no other than the issue of consumer protection. . 

Consumer protection is commonly a feature of developed 
countries. Seldom that one bears of a developing country which 
accords this subject more than a lip service. Developing countries 
should be in fact hard pressed to act along these lines especially in 
view of the fact that they have become dumping grounds for 
unwanted and unsafe products. Sub-standard products of the 
industrial world are flooding fee markets of these countries where 
the unprotected and unsuspecting consumer is attracted by the 
cheaper prices of the unsafe and sub-standard goods and keeps on 
buying them. For example, developing, countries keep on using 
pesticides in agricultural production when fee use of such chemicals 
is prohibited in fee very countries which manufac ture them. In the 
process, the people of fee developing countries pollute and damage , 
their bodies and environment in a gradual bat sure manner. It has not 
dawned yet on many developing countries that health and safety 
considerations have an economic costas well and that it is no longer a 
luxury to keep environmental and health considerations in 
perspective. 

Few of such countries understand and appreciate the proven and 
substantiated proposition that no pice tag is high enough to stop us 
from doing something effective in the general environmental and 
consumer protection. In some areas, we tire developing countries 
have been used as experimental grounds for untested goods. Our 
people have literally been used as guinea pigs to test the 
shortcomings or side effects of certain products which fee industrial 
world manufactures for material gains. What governmental agencies 
do we have even in Jordan to piotectour consumers from such wwafe 
products whether they are of the edible kind or fee mechanical sort? 
I sometimes wonder whether even the equipments feat we use at our 
airports to detect weapons and dangerous items are in fact up-to-fee 
standard and whether fee radiation level released by them is safe by 
international standards. Shouldn't we have by now an agency which 
enjoys a mandate broad enough to address such concerns and 
anxieties. 

Even on the local scene, how much control do we have in Jordan 
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Student protests in Peking bring out 
new tolerance in handling dissent 


By Mark O'Neill 

Reuier 

PEKING— The handling of two 
illegal protests in fee heart of 
Peking shows a new official 
tolerance towards dissent, but 
ooly because students have not 
tried to mobilise mass unrest. 
Western diplomats and Chinese 
officials say. 

The protests, on Thursday and 
early Friday, were held in defiance 
of regulations banning 
demonstrations in historic 
Tiananmen Square, and despite a 
barrage of media messages urging 
students to stay off fee streets. 

Students marched 15 
kilometres on Friday from Peking 
University to the square, where a 
large number of police allowed 
them to march, sit and shout 
slogans for freedom and 
democracy before they dispersed 
just before dawn. 

“The' significance of these and 
other campus protests over the 
last month is feat the authorities 
allowed them to occur,' 1 one 
Western diplomat said. “Such 
widespread spontaneous student 
protest is unprecedented in 
Communist China." 

He added: “Seven years of 
reforms and the open-door policy 
have made China more open than 
it used to be. Also fee demands of 
the students have mostly been in 
support of official policies, but 


asking that they be implemented 
more quickly ” 

Another diplomat said the 
authorities on Thursday 
succeeded in their main objective 
— preventing a huge rally involving 
thousands of other people as well 
as students, such as happened in 
Shanghai on Dec. 20 and 21 . 

Students calling for more 
freedom and democracy led tens 
of thousands of people, blocking 
the centre of Shanghai, in fee 
biggest rally seen in China for 
years. 

“The police in Peking allowed 
the illegal protests to prevent such 
a rally. The numbers were smalL 
Confrontation might have made it 
bigger. What was politic prevailed 
over what was legaL," the diplomat 
added. 

He said national police tactics 
had been consistent through fee 
protests: no clubs or batons, avoid 
force and confrontation and 
contain fee scope of dissent. 

“Students . are a special class in 
China. They have a freedom 
granted to no-one else and the 
party wants to keep their loyalty. 
Many Communist Party leaders 
cut their teeth in student 
activism,” he added. 

The official press, while urging 
students not to take to fee streets, 
has been restrained in criticising 
them but has hit out at “a small 
number of anti-socialist 
troublemakers” whom it blames 
for inciting students. 


None of at least nme people 
arrested so far in connection wife 
the unrest is a student 

One, Shanghai factory worker, 
was shown on national television 
news Thursday night. He is 
accused of setting up an illegal 
political party aimed at 
overthrowing the Communists 
and inciting students to join it 

“The protests show that the 
party is for the first time prepared 
to allow a limited amountof public 
dissent and demonstrations," fee 
diplomat said. 

A Pek ing schoolteacher said fee 
public at large bad not rallied to 
the studeats' demands because 
they were too abstract and bard 
for ordinary people to understand. 

“For workers, the key issues are 
rising prices, wage levels and the 
likelihood of higher rents, about 
which there is discontent." 

“Democracy? There is no 
tradition and understanding of it 
in China. There is a huge 
educational gap between students 
and workers, not to mention 800 
mMon fanners. There will be no 
opposition party in the 
foreseeable future," he said. 

A Chinese propaganda official 
said the students had been too 
intelligent to use wages and prices 
as their rallying cries. “These are 
too sensitive,” she said with a 
smile. 

She said the cultural level of 
most Chinese was too low for a 
Western-style democracy. 


“Rural people are 
family-oriented and would vote 
on clan lines. And everyone would 
run for office — who doesn't want 
to be an official with all fee 
privileges feat brings?” she said. 

A major weapon in the official 
propaganda war against the 
protest is the spectre of the 
cultural revolution of 1966-76, 
which began wife student activism 
and led to national economic and 
social disaster. 

Peking Television interviewed' 
on Thursday a famous actress who 
said she had been uneasy over the 
last few weeks for fear the cultural 
revolution would re-occur. 

“ Many people in my profession 
killed themselves during that 
period. Only since 1978 have we 
been able to develop ourselves. 
Please, students, study hard and 
make fee best use of fee precious 
opportunity you have," she said. 

Hie teacher said this was an 
effective weapon for the media to 
use. “Everyone fears another 
cultural revolution. What workers 
want is peace and stability and 
rising living standards. No-one 
wan$s disorder and confusion.” 

One of the diplomats said 
students and fee government were 
testing each other to see the extent 
of tolerable dissent. 

“There is a line beyond which 
fee government will not tolerate 
it, but we have not reached ityet," 
he added. 


over our domestic manufactured gpods to make sure that our 
consumer, whether indigenous or foreign, is protecte d from a buse. 
The milk wc drink and all the dairy products feat we consume, are 

they iro to standard at aU times and subject to continuous i nspecti on? 

Even the bread we eat and the water we drink and tberesram*ntfeat 
we frequent all need some kind of effective control and inspection. 
One go on and on fisting the areas which could benefit from a 
co ordinated and synchronised control and inspection. But the answer 
would remain the same over and over again whenever we can come 
up wife a subject hitherto unaddressed and it is no other thy the 
urgent and pressing need for an agency for consumer protection. 

We need not be nostalgic about Ralf Nader, who pioneered fee 
interest in consumer protection in the U.S. a couple of generations 
ago. Those of us who are old enough to remember his activities in the 
s j yriftg recollect vividly feat him and his movement were i n iti a lly 
subjected to all sorts of absurd harassments by the big companies to 
the extent feat he was accused of having been a co mm unist. Well that 
was some 20 years »gn and the world has changed a lot since then. 
Consumer protection had since gained respectability and worldwide 
support, especially in fee industrial world. What is urgently needed 
now is to have the developing world complement the actions of fee 
sophisticated world by introducing to their midst mechanisms which 
can do similar tasks. 

I think- that Jordan could assume a leadership role in this context.. 
We have amply demonstrated already that we are conscious of the 
need to protect our consumers in more than one domain. The 
rempaign agains t smoking, especially in public places, and the 
re introduction of the safety belt rule are clear signals that we wish to 
move on in the direction of protecting our citizens and visitors from 
.fee whims of the greedy and unconcerned. The beginning of this year 
could serve as an opportune time to complete fee road in fee 
direction of consumer protection by creating an agency be it 
inter-govemmeutal or private-public agency for this very purpose. 
The health and safety of our inhabitants need not wait much longer 
for adequate and effective protection. There is much to be done in 
this domain and fee time to commence our collective and individual 
actions is now. 


Democracy on trial in 
Mauritania after 


two decades 


By Chr l sda n e Sauve 

Reuter 

NOUAKCHOTT— Citizens of 
Mauritania’s 13 mam cities and 
towns had their first opportunity 
in December to vote since their 
desperately poor desert nation 
became independent from France 
26 years ago. 

The specifics of campaign 
debate were carefully limi ted to 
local issues, tike schools and 
buses. 

And to bar any open emergence 
of national political parties, 
candidates were forbidden to ally 
themselves with like-minded 
contenders in other towns. 

But the polling marked a 
cautious step towards democracy 
in a country where slavery was in 
the recent past an entrenched 
feature of social and economic 
life. 

The country’s problems 
included fee devastating effects of 
drought, which turned many 
nomad herdsmen into urban 
squatters, and fee plight of former 
slaves left homeless, jobless and 
virtually hopeless by fee abolition 
of the system under which they 
were bora. 

There is also racial tension 
between fee Moors, a mainly 
light-skinned people who regard 
themselves and fee country as part 
of fee Arab World, and blacks, 
some of whom feel discriminated 
against and resent the 
displacement of French by Arabic 
as the main language of schooling 
and government. 

A dramatic fall in world prices 
for iron ore, Mauritania’s main 
export, has compounded fee 
economic woes. 

Nouakchott, a new capital built 
25 years ago for 30,000 people, 
now has a population of 500,000, 
with thonsands of families 
scraping a living in squalid 
shantytowns. 

Mauritania was ruled by a rigid- 
one-party system during its first 
18 years of independence and by 
authoritarian military officers 
until 1984. 

* The present rulers, a military 
council led by Colonel Maaouya 
Quid SkTahmad Taya, is widely 
praised for respecting human 
rights. 

By contrast, former President 
Mohammad Khouna Ould 
Haidalla is said by critics to have 
carried out widespread arrests in a 
ruthless suppression of his 
.opponents. 

la October last year, there were 


outbreaks of racial violence in 
‘ Nouakchott and the port city of 
Nonadhibou, wife a clandestine 
black opposition movement, the 
African Liberation Forces of 
Mauritania (FLAM), denouncing 
what it said was racial 
discrimination. 

FLAM also claims that blacks 
now are a majority among 
Mauritania's estimated 1 .7 million 
people. The last census, in 1977, 
put them at only 17 per cent. 

Interior Minister Colonel 
Djibril .Ould Abdoulaye told 
Reuters in December that in the 
October disturbances, a “small 
group Of left-wing intellectuals 
seeking government posts had* 
r unswcccssfofly tried to destabilise 

fee government.” 

\ ” Goverantent officSli pomtout 
that black Mauritanians hold 
senior positions on fee ruling 
military council as well as in the 
administration and security 
forces. 

CoL Abdoulaye said Arabic 
was the country's mam traditional 
language and was also the 
language, of Islam, a religion 
Mauritanians have in common. 

In addition, Mauritania belongs 
to the Arab League and under 
President Taya established good 
relations with all its Arab 
neighbours, including Morocco. 

One of Taya's first moves on 
assuming power was to- declare 
neutrality on fee Western Sahara, 
ending Mauritania's active 
support for fee Potisario Front 
fighting Morocco for control of 
the territory. 

In last month's municipal 
elections, political observers in 
Nouakchott regarded even the 
limited alliances permitted fee 
candidates— a maximum of four 
candidates joining together to 
form a local “list” — as embryonic 
political parties, and saw the 
process as the beginning of a wider 
democratisation. 

' Elements of various political 
and Islamic groups repressed 
under the previous harsh rule of 
Colonel Ould Haidalla reemerged 
in support of different lists, they 
said. 

it is not yet clear how far Taya 
wants to take the democratic 
opening and one of his advisers 
told Reuter Mauritania needs to 
develop its education first. 

But during fee voting, even the 
makeshift dwelling of Nouakchott 
squatters sported political flags, 
demonstrating a wide enthusiasm 
for the experiment. 


Tribesmen, settlers and soldiers battle for lush corner of Bangladesh 


By B rahma CbeUaney 

The Associated Press 

RAN GA MATI, Bangladesh — 
Amid the tranquil Buddhist 
pagodas of eastern Bangladesh, 
soldiers, tribesmen and settlers 
are fighting for control of one of 
the few lush comers in a poor, 
over crowded nation. 

The 12-year bosh war in the 
Chittagong hill tracts has triggered 
grisly massacres, driven 30,000 
tribesmen from their ancestral 
homes, sent 100,000 new settlers 
fleeing and claimed as many as 
3,000 lives. 

On fee edge of the rugged hills, 
in the tourist resort of Rangamati, 
residents say the confect Iras been 
escalating wife no end in sight. 

Native tribesmen are struggling 
to keep feeir land and custo ms and 
maintain feeir autonomy against 
an influx of alien settlers from 
other parts of Bangladesh. 

The fighting often occurs at 
flight on jungle elephant paths. 
About 20,000 soldiers are pitied 


against 3 ,000 guerrillas, mostly of 
fee Chakma tribe. 

The tribesmen call themselves 
the Shanti Bahini, or army for 
peace, and are waging a war for a 
homeland. 

In December, officials reported 
nearly 100 deaths in clashes 
among army troops, settlers and 
tribesmen in the tracts. The region 
has 700,000 people, including 
450.000 tribals and 250.000 
settlers. 

An Amnesty International 
report cites serious human rights 
violations in fee hills by the 
government of president Hussain 
Mohammad Ershad. The 
government has denied the 
charges. 

Residents say security forces 
have opened fire indiscriminately, 
and in December raided a tribal 
orphanage and a monastery. The 
Security forces took away children 
and novice monks suspected of 
aiding rebels, residents said. 

Also, Buddhist warriors seeking 
autonomy have reportedly killed 


dozens of Bengali-speaking 
Muslim settlers this year. 

The hdl tracts are off- limit s to 
most journalists, making claims by 
both sides difficult to 
authenticate. 

On Dec. 22, guerrillas with 
machine guns- kilted 20' settlers 
and wounded 39 in Ramgaih 
town. In November they 
kidnapped and murdered 24 
lumbermen returning from 
prayers. 

Settler groups have formed 
theirown militias, meanwhile, and 
are carrying out attacks on 
tribesmen using weapons supplied 
by the government, according to 
witnesses - 

In Rangamati, residents are 
afraid. 

“We have no guarantee of 
safety. At any time we may be 
picked up by soldiers, tortured 
and left to rot in a lockup ” said a 
tribesman who is a student at 
Rangamati government college. 
He spoke on condition of 
anonymity, fearing reprisal. 


Soldiers in Rangamati man 
entry points, searching vehicles 
and passengers. By dusk, residents 
are indoors, soldiers rule the ghost 
city. 

Only groups of soldiers dare 
cross picturesque Rangamati 
Lake to the wooded tracts, 
stronghold of the Sbauti Bahini. 

Bangladesh's overpopulation is 
the root of the conflict. 

Since the 1970s, governments 
have encouraged Muslims to leave 
overcrowded plains and settle in 
the sparsely populated eastern 
hills, rich in ‘timber, bamboo and 
natural gas. 

These resources are prized in a 
nation which ranks only behind 
tiny Singapore as fee world’s most 
densely populated country. 

Bangladesh's 102 million 
residents fill the land at an average 
of 1,750 people per square mile. 

The migration by other 
Bangladesh residents has 
encroached on fee culture of the 
original settlers in fee hill tracts, 
13 predominantly Buddhistlribes, 


descendants of- Mongols. 

The tribes' primitive 
slash-and-burn agriculture 
conflicts with conservative 
Muslim society. Tribesmen say 
they are fighting for autonomy 
and do not want any new settlers. 

Residents say that tribesmen, 
settlers and government soldiers 
all have committed atrocities. 
There have been reports of illegal 
government detention, torture; 
rape, and the gunning down of 
tribesmen. The guerrillas, 
meanwhile, have staged brutal 
raids on new settlements, 
residents say. 

Amnesty International has said 
that “security forces (are) 
systematically engaged in 
practices in fee Chittagong hill 
tracts which violate fundamental 
and human rights, including ri gh t 
to life, right to security of person 

It cited 38 unlawful kiifings fo 
one' month. 

About 30,000 tribesmen have 
fled to (neighbouring India. The 
army plains rebels get turns from 


India, which denies the chaxge. 
The army claims rebels take 
sanctuary in India’s Tripura state 
where tribesmen wage a *in>fiar 
battle against Endian settlers and 
troops. 

Major General Abdul Samad, 
B a n g ladesh’s militar y comman der 
<in fee hill tracts, says tribal* have 
no right to 11 per cent of 
Bangladesh’s land when they are- 
only 0.5 per cent of the 
population. 

He claimed the insuxgency was 
dying an d guerrillas were 
surrendering. Officials say 1314 
rebels have laid down arms. 

Last year, the tribesmen broke 
off talks with the government, 
insisting on autonomy as a 
precondition for further, 
negotiations. 

The government has pledged 
590 nuUkm in development funds 
to induce tribesmen to come down 
from fee hills and “forget fee 
bitter past.” 

But so far, there is no sign of a 
settlement. 
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Singer who hymns human side of Lebanon and the Middle East 


Andrew Cowers . of the Financial 
Times of London, reports on a star 
whose voice knows no boundaries 

PAMJAMENT SQUARE on a 
bracing December even ing : a 


church outside Lebanon. 

. Faimz has a problem, of which 
her London perfonnances are a 
vivid illustration. Wherever she 
performs — from Boston to 


da rk-eye d, spectral figum sings Baghdad — she attracts capacity 
Christmas carols in a church; the ' audiences and adulation. She has 
strife-tom streets of Beirut and been feted by kings and 
passions of the presidents. Her stature is 
MiMte East seem part of another sometimes compared with that of 
. Umm Kaltfabtm, the legendary 

Yet the singer is mellow-voiced late Egyptian singer who used to 
ramiz from the Lebanon, by far send audiences into a frenzy with 
I? 6 5?Si p0puiar mus * C5 ^ star ® her lengthy and hypnotic 
me Middle East She has been in performances — although Fairuz 
London last week for two unusual herself resists attempts to bracket 
concerts incorporating an odd and her music with that of other 
Slightly uncomfortable mixture of Middle E as t ern singers, saying 
Arabic, Syriac and E ng l ish carols that it has absorbed a bewildering 
together with a negro spiritual variety of influences incl uding 
and even an Arabic version of Indian and Western. 

But for all the honour which she 
evidently receives in her 
homeland, its deep and violent 
efi visions mean that she cannot 
and will not perform there. 

Until four years ago Fairuz — a 


Jingle Bells. Although she has But for all the honour which sb 

performed m Britain before — evidently receives in he 
notably at a packed Festival Hall homeland, its deep and violet) 
earner this year — it was the first efi visions mean that she canno 
rime she ted sung in English and and will not perform there, 
the first tune she had sung in a Until four years ago Fairuz — ; 

Gurkha warriors — glorious 
past and a bleak future 

TheGurkhas who serve the British army have had a mixed recent past: 
glorious service in the Falklands tarnished with drug smuggling. David 
Dodwdl looks at the future of “the most loyal of the loyal.” 


HONG KONG — Prince Philip 
recently bade farewell to one of 
Hong Kong’s four Gurkha 
regiments due to be disbanded in 
January, as a question maA hi mg 
over the fate of a body of men 
which has served in tire British 
Armysfoce 1815. 

Author John Masters once 
called these Nepali soldiers “tire 
bravest of the brave: the most 
loyal of the loyaL” Over the past 
170 years, more than 40,000 have 
died serving in the British Army. 
Many fought in tire Falklands war. 

Two unprecedented scandals 
linked with the Gtukhas last 
summer have, however, tarnished 
their reputation and raised 
questions about morale at a time 
when it is undear what place they 
wffl have in tire British Army in 11 
years when China regains 
sovereignty over Hong Kong. 

The disbandment of the 2nd 
battalion, 7th Duke of 
Edinburgh's Own Gurkha Rifles 
— known in the forces as “tire 
Second Seventh” — is linked with 
scandal. The battalion, which is 
below full strength, was raised at a 
time when illegal lmmigrati n n 
over the bonier from China was 
putting great pressure on British 
troops stationed in Hong Kong: its 
disbandment will trim Gurkha 
forces to its strength before 1980. 

It is, nevertheless, a warning 
signal for tire future, since tire 
British Army is likely to contract 
rather than expand in the years up 
to 2000. The Gmkha battalions, 
with their home garrison in Hong - 
Kong, axe thought likely by many 
observers to be the first to feel tire 
scalpel when cuts are called for. 

This conviction exists not least 
because si 1997 British troops 
based in Hong Kong will be 
replaced by Chinese People’s 
Liberation Army forces. 

Three of tire remaining five 
Gurkha battalions are based in 
Hong Kong — the other two are 
serving in the UK. and Brunei. 
They will at least have to be 
redq>kiyed. 

In spite of official denials, it has 
been suggested that uncertainty 
over the future has mfhienreri 
morale m Gurkha ranks, and 
might have been 'a factor in the 


two remarkable scandals of recent 
months. 

In the most serious, more than 
100 Gurkhas from tire “First 
Seventh” were court-martialled 
ad dismissed for what amounts to 
mutiny. A group of Gurkhas 
attacked and seriously injured 
their company co mmand er while 
on a defence exercise in Hawaii in 
May. 

No clear 1 explanation has 
emerged of why tire incident 
occurred, although an open letter 
from troops of the First Seventh 
accused the commanding officer 
of insulting behaviour. The 
commanding officer has 
terminated his secondment to the 
Gurkha regiment three years 
eariy. 

In the second scandal, five 
Gurkhas were found guilty in the 
High Cbartin England of trying to 
bring into the.UK. almost HK $2 
million ($253,000) worth of 
cannabis and heroin. 

Ed the wake of what is referred 
to as the “Hawaii incident” Mr. 
John Stanley, UK. Minister of 
State for the Armed Forces, said 
in Hong Kong: “The key issue was 
toe total breakdown of the bond of 
trust without which a soldier is 

i^tarity.ineffective.”. [ 

'The consensus from the' 
commander of British Forces in 
Hoag Kong right up to toe 
Ministry of Defence was that 
dismissal was the only course 
open. 

Mr. Stanley nevertheless 
concluded: “It is regarded as an 
isolated incident, and it has 
certainly not undermined our 
confidence in the Gurkhas and 
will not affect future planning of 
the role of the Gurkhas after 
1997” 

In Nepal, where most 
youngsters would lose a leg to get 
selected into the Gurkhas, and 
where retained Gurkhas provide 
a large proportion of tire country’s 
skiTteri manpower, toe response 
has been muted. 

Officials meanwhile say the 
incident wffl not damage bilateral 
relations. The fact is that toe 
Nepal economy stands to lose a 
great deal if tire Gurkha link with 
toe British army in severed — 
Financial Times feature. 



Faimz 

striking woman dressed always in 
blade, and with red hair and a 
pallid and astonishingly slender 
face — used to .sing Easter songs 
every Good Friday on the roof of 
toe church in her home village. 


Amelias, outside Beirut. Crowds 
— both Christian and Muslim — 
flocked from all over the Lebanon 
to hear her. But the succession of 
wars, and the subsequent 
cantooisatioa of the country, have 
deprived such gestures of 
meaning. As a result, Fairuz — 
although she lives most of toe time 
in Beirut — has resolved not to 
sing in toe country until it is united 
again. 

“I didn’t want losing in justone 
place with just one group of 
people,” she said through an 
interpreter this week. The London 
Christmas concerts are an attempt 
both to slough off the sadness of 
Good Friday and to escape from 
the tragedy of toe Lebanon. 
Fairuz is also gearing up fora US. 
tour in the first half of next year as 
well as perfonnances in Muscat 
and Dubai. 

Any escape, however, is bound 
to be brief and sporadic. 
Associates say her orchestra is 


geographically scattered and 
difficult to assemble. At this 
week's perfonnances there was an 
evocative sadness in her low voice 
as it swooped around the 
lush -sounding Western orchestra 
and embellished toe Western 
scale. Her encore, typically, was 
entitled “Beirut” and greeted with 
wild cheers and whistles from her 
compatriots in the congregation, 
which also included Westerners 
and a smattering of other Arabs. 

Fittingly — though not, toe 
says, symbolically — Fairuz, a 
Christian, has two houses in 
Beirut, one in the Muslim East 
and one in toe Muslim West 
Friends say toe is probably toe 
only person in the Lebanon who 
has no problem crossing the 
heavily-fortified and hostile 
barricades which scar the city. 
“For her there are no 
boundaries,” says one. “People 
greet her at every barriers as if she 
were one of theirs.” 


Yet Fairuz, who shuns publicity 
but clearly shows a keen sense of 
the theatrical in her concerts, is 
extremely wary of suggestions that 
her influence might give her a 
political role — either in toe 
dangerous politics of her country 
or in those of toe Middle East as a 
whole. Speaking animatedly in 
Arabic, toe is given to sententious 
utterances like “beauty has no 
boundaries." Her interpreter 
explains: “She prefers to sing 
about the human side of the 
Lebanon, the things that bring 
people together. If s not political 
but it’s very patriotic/' 

And despite her forays outside 
the Middle East, she seems 
genuinely uninterested in 
developing the same kind of 
devoted following among 
Westerners. Asked whether it was 
conceivable that she might ever 
become popular in the West as she 
is in the Arab world, toe says 
simply: “I don’t think about it.” 


Test of AIDS drug sparks hopes for treatment 


By Jim Fuller 

WASHINGTON — Recent 
developments in the effort to find 
a drag to treat acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome, or AIDS, 
have raised nopes of prolonging 
life for marry victims of the fatal 


US. health officials have 
announced that early experiments 
with an antiviral drug, 
azidothymidine (AZT), 
prolonged the survival of certain 
patients with AIDS and that 
thousands of victims would be 
given access to the drug. 

Tests with AZT were carried 
out an a select group of 282 
patients who have AIDS ot severe 
related disorders. About half of 
the patients were oven tire drug 
and naif received placebos, sugar 
ralk that have no medical effects. 
The clinical trial showed 1 6 deaths 
among toe patients receiving toe 
placebo and only one death 
among patients receiving AZT. 
Those taking the drug »kn h ad 
fewer infections and other 
AIDS-related problems. 

Dr. Robert Windom, U.S. 

| assistant secretary for health, said 
that based on toe results of the 
study he has asked the U.S. Food 
and Ding Administration to 
expedite the process through 
which the drug can be made 
available to AIDS parents. 

Pending approval for general 
marketing, Wmdom «aid the drug 
would initially be provided to the 
type of patients who were toe 


focus of the A ZT experiment — 
that is, to patients who suffered 
their first attack of raeumocystis 
cariuii pneumonia (PCP) within 
tire previous 90 days. The first 
recipients of the drug must also be 
recommended by an expert in the 
diagnosis of AIDS ana must not 
be enrolled in other clinical trials. 

Health officials estimate that 
more than one-half of current 
AIDS patients will die from 
pneumocystis cariuii, and another 
one-fifth will succumb to Kaposi’s 
sarcoma, formerly a rare type of 
cancer. 

Windom cautioned however 
that AZT is not a cure for AIDS. 
“Although tire study results... 
hold great promise for prolonging 
life for certain patients with 
AIDS, uncertainties remain: 
Uncertainties about possible toxic 
effects, uncertainties about 
long-term benefits or ill effects,” 
he said. “We do not want to 
overpromise the thousands of 
people who now have AIDS:” 

He said the study also does not 
indicate whether AZT may be an 
appropriate treatment for 
children, patients with Kaposfs 
sarcoma or persons with 
asymptomatic infections. 

Another limiting factor for the 
drag, according to nealth officials, 
is that athigfrer doses patients may 
develop a condition that 
suppresses the production of red 
aiw white Wood cells by the bone 
marrow. 

On the other hand, toe drug is 
apparently able to cross the 


brain-blood barrier. This is a 
crucial step in preventing 
encephalopathy, an AIDS-related 
brain disorder that results in brain 
damage. Also, the drug is 
administered in pffl form, which 
means it coukl be taken at home. 

AIDS kills by attacking cells 
that axe essential to toe body’s 
immune system fra fighting off 
disease. AIDS victims die of 
cancer, pneumonia and other 
diseases they might otherwise 
have fought off. The virulent virus 
has already daimed toe lives of 
half of hs more than 24,000 
victims in the United States. AIDS 
tends to be spread by sexual 
contact, generally between 
homosexuals, or by the sharing of 
needles fra intravenous drug use. 

hi another development, the 
Benjamin Franklin Society, 


publisher ot me saturaay Evening 
Post, reports that the safe and 
inexpensive amin o acid lysine, 
readily available at drugstores 
and supermarkets, may provide a 
major breakthrough in AIDS 
prevention. Lysine is also believed 
by many doctors to be an effective 
treatment for heroes, another 
sexually transmitted disease. 

Dr. Cory SerVaas, toe society's 
medical director, told reporters 
recently that two AIDS victims, 
both physicians, ted experienced 
dramatic relief from their 
symptoms after taking a 
combination of the ammo acid and 
two well-known prescription 
drags, tagamet and acyclovir. 

“The first physician, whose 


illness dated back to 1983, alleged 
that be felt fike “death wanned 
over 5 before his treatment, but 
now jogs, lifts weights, and no 
longer feds fatigued after work,” 
she said. “Hie has been completely 
well for more than a year." 

The society is putting together 
computerised lists of volunteers 
who may be interested in going on - 
the regimen used by the doctors 
who recovered. SerVaas said toe 
society wffl follow up on these 
patients in the hope mat the new 
regimen can be investigated 
scientifically. 

Researchers at the National 
Gmcer Institute report that they 
have created a non-deadly version 
of the AIDS virus, raising hopes 
that mutant germ could be used to 
develop a treatment or vaccine for 
tire disease. 

Researchers said that the 
laboratory-altered version wffl not 
destroy toe deadly AIDS virus but 
can oompete with it in tire victim’s 
body. Tney theorise that if an 
AIDS victim were given toe 
altered version, it would go after 
the same immune -system cells 
that the AIDS virus attacks, but 
would not kill them. Instead the 
altered virus would prevent toe 
fatal AIDS virus from infecting 
the ceQ. 

However, researchers still need 
to learn much more about possible 
negative effects the altered virus 
migh t have on people before 
human tests are scheduled. 
Animal tests could begin soon — 
US. Information Agency. 


Teaching young ladies how to function in high society 


• By Brenda Watson 

The Associated Press 

GLION. Switzerland — High in 
the Swiss Alps, in a 
tum-of-the-centuiy villa with a 
breathtaking view of Lake 
Geneva, Viviane Neri is teaching 
young ladies how to function in 
high society. 

But unlik e finishing schools of 
the pest, her curriculum includes 
how to dean a toilet and run a 
vacuum cleaner. 

“It helps keep them from 
becoming snobs,” Mrs. Neri, who 
has run the Villa Pierrefeu 
finishing school since 1972. said in 
an interview. “Anyway, you can’t 
train a servant to do something 
well if you don’t know bow to do it 
yourself.” 


■ Her elegant villa is one of a 
handful of finishing schools in 
Switzerland. 

In the early part of the century, 
Switzerland, with its many private 
schools for young ladies, was the 
place for the daughters of the 
well-to-do in Europe and the 
United States to learn European 
culture and French. 

But finishing schools have gone 
out of fashion. Many have 
introduced courses in typing, 
business and hotel management 
But Mis. Nerfs school is among 
the most traditional. It offers only 
a rigorous finishin g programme. 

The school also is the most 
expensive. A one-year stay cost 
50,000 Swiss francs ($30,000). 
Others average about 30,000 
francs ($18,000). 


Students come from around the 
world because “there really isn’t 
another school tike this,” said 
Mrs. Neri. There are some in 
England that come close, she said, 
but they don’t require fluency in 
French. 

Finishing schools were among 
the many private schools and 
universities in Switzerland that 
successfully fought a proposed law 
last summer that would have 
sharply limited the stay of foreign 
students. 

The Villa Pierrefeu has room 
for 34 students and is full every 
year. This year’s group mostly 
consists of West Europeans and 
Latin Americans. But there is one 
student from the United States, 
several Australians and one 
Japanese. 


Courses include protocol, 
etiquette and “savoir-vivre,” or 
how to be at ease in any situation. 
Students also must become fluent 
in French and English. 

“I never tell people at home 
that I'm going to a finishing school 
because they think Tm just going 
to lay off in some posh school and 
not do anything. It’s quite the 
opposite. We have to do 
everything.” says Rebecca, 18, 
from Wichita, Kansas. 

The students declined to give 
their last names for privacy 
reasons. 

Students at Villa Pierrefeu have 
38 hours of classes a week. They 
make their own beds, clean their 
bathrooms and iron their own 
ctothes. 


Computerised road maps move along with the car 


By Joy Ascbenbach 

National Geographic 

WASHINGTON— As surely as 
toe Earth is round, maps are flat- 
pieces of paper that you hold in 
your hand. Not any more. 

When yon reach into the glove 
compartment for that fa miliar 
folded road map, you may pullout 
a cassette tape instead. The 
electronic road map, already 
available in California, shows up 
as green lines on a 
dashboard-mounted viewing 

screen. 

The map automatically moves 
as toe car moves: streets that go by 
outside also go by an the screen. 
The electronic map not only lets 
you know where you are (a small 
stationary arrow), but where you 
are going ( flashing star), and how 
to get there. 

You can zoom in for a close-up 
of toe neighbouring streets, or 
view the highway network of an 
entire metropolitan area.“You’u 


never get lost again,” claims John 
Korchin of Etak Inc., 
manufacturer of toe nation’s first 
in-car navigation system. 

Korchin contends that glancing 
at a map on a screen is no more 
distracting to the driver than 
looking at the speedometer. “It 
saves fumbling for a paper map or 
squinting at street signs,” he says. 

The California company has 
applied modem technology to an 
ancient Polynesian concept of 
navigation, known as etak. The 
Polynesians sailed the Pacific by 
'imagining that their canoe was 
stationary and measuring their 
progress by the movement of the 
Islands around them. 

The Etak system determine die 
car’s position by “augmented 
dead reckoning." Its components 
include a compass, shoe-box-size 
computer in the trunk, motion 
sensors on toe wheels, and a map 
data base ( a series of map 
cassettes, four to cover toe San 
Francisco Bay area, six for Los 


Angeles). 

Etak wffl eventually make 
cassettes for the rest of toe 
country. It has licensed its design 
'to General Motors, which plans to 
offer the mapping system as an 
option on its cars within a few 
years. 

Other US. automakers are 
developing systems of their own. 
some using satellites to track the 
car's movements. “It's accepted 
throughout the industry that 
in-car navigation is just around 
toe comer,” a spokesman for one 
au to manufacturer says. 

The revolution in road maps is 
part of toe renaissance that 
computers started in cartography. 
It’s been called toe biggest 
revolution in mapmaking since 
Columbus discovered that the- 
Earth wasn ’ t flat, and it has moved 
into high gear in toe 1980s. 

“Actually cartography’s in its 
fourth majo'r technological 
revolution. The printing press 
brought about toe first ” explains 


Philfip C. Muehrcke, professor of 
geography at the University of 
Wisconsin. 

Computers have turned 
mountains and canyons, rivers and 
roads, towns and international 
borders into millions of numbers. 
These digitised pieces of maps are 
stored on reels of tape. At toe 
command of the computer 
cartographer, who sits at a control 
console in a dimly Ht room, they 
can be called up on a 
multicoloured display screen -and 
manip ulated in hundreds of ways. 

“Before, you had to make do 
with maps somebody else made 
and shoved in a drawer. Now you 
cap tailor mapping to whatever 
needs yon have.” Muehrcke says. 

Enter a new command and 
rivers can be made wider or 
narrower. Misaligned roads can be 
rerouted. Type in a different 
number an a world map, and toe 
ocean becomes bluer. Design a 
symbol for toe thousands of tiny 
dots that make up international 


boundaries and they no longer 
have to be added manually, one by 
one. 

If Argentina should decide to 
relocate its capital 500 miles south 
to Patagonia, toe computer can 
make, me move from Buenos 
Aires in minutes. 

When art and cartography are 
combined, computers do double 
duty: Lenin appeared larger than 
the other European leaders in a 
group portrait painted for a 
National Geographic historical 
map ; the computer saved the time 
.of having the artist repaint it 
Within a few hours, it was able to 
shrink Lenin and enlarge 
Church ilL 

Rand McNally, toe nation's 
largest non-government 
m&pmaker, is building an 
electronic data base for toe United 
States, Canada, and Mexico, from 
dry streets to interstate highways. 
Computer will speed toe updating 
of toe publisher's U.S. road atlas; 
last year’s 20,855 changes were 


made by hand. In the future, 
computers wffl combine in-car 
navigation with information on 
points of interest, food, and 
lodging. 

Also in the future, says Wayne 
Fish of Logistics Systems, which 
already provides computerised 
routing for toe tracking industry 
and some automobile dubs, are 
roadside computer terminals. 
“You'll punch in your place of 
origin, destination, and up to 15 
stops in between.” he says. 

By far the largest computerised 
mapper in toe United States is the 
federal government, which uses 
high-tech cartography for 
everything from missile guidance 
systems and bomber targeting to 
taking the national census. 

The U.S. Geological Survey has 
captured toe entire country on 
conqni ter ata small scale, and is in 
the process of digitising all of its 
55,000 large-scale (1:24,000) 
maps, a task that is expected to 
mice until toe aid of toe century. 


Ranaa Habibs 

— C orner 

A simple request 

TOGETHER with extending congratulations to toe members of 
toe newly formed Greater Amman Municipal Council, I have few 
remarks to make with the hope tint they will be taken into 
consideration. 

I Invite toe members of the council to take a drive through 
Sweffieh, or Tla A1 All or the Seventh Circle area, and to note the 
dreadful condition of toe roads to count the holes in the streets and 
to measure their depth. 

Let than notice the faiexpficable fact that some private roads are 
perfectly well asphalted while the main ones are still covered with 
mud, and let them ask the concerned municipalities for * 
expiration. 

On their way , toe membersof the council wffl definitely note that 
in boat of every building under construettoa heaps of cement, 
stones and pieces of iron and steel obstruct the already awful roads. 
And instead of sidewalks planted with trees and Bowers Uke the 
lucky inhabitants of some areas in Amman can see, the people of 
the suburbs have to bear daily the sate of mounts of garbage 
gathered on the mam roads for toe great pleasure of the cats in the 
area. 

The council may also check on the reasons that poshed some 
municipalities to postpone the finishing work op gardens, although 
the projects are included in the city plan. 

And finally, please gentlemen of the council, (unfortunately 
women go unrepresented here), note that ail what the people of the 
suburbs wish is to be able to reach their homes, with their cars, to 
have their garbage collected regularly and to walk on asphalt not 
on mud. Is it too much to ask? 

American affluence — 
at what long-term cost? 

A recent study h as shown that Ameri cans 
are enjoying affluence undreamed of by 
their forefathers despite pockets of 
poverty strewn across the country. But 
economists are questioning the 
long-term effects of the great jump 
forward in the standard of life in the 
United States ... 

By John CunnifT The study found 40 per cent of 

The Associated Press all American households now own 

two or more automobiles, up from 
NEW YORK — Researchers say 15 per cent 25 years ago. The 
Americans have reached an telephone is in almost every home 
affluence their forefathers could but in 1950, two out of every five 
not imagine. But some economists homes were without a phone, 
are worried about the long-term Last year alone, the study said, 
cost of America’s great leap shipments to the nation's retailers 
forward in its standard of living, included 9 mil&on microwave 
A recent report by the ovens, 14, million electric coffee 
Conference Board, a makers, 21 million television sets, 
privately-funded international 7 million video recorders, 28 
businesses information service, million portable tape players, 1 9 
and toe U.S. Census Bureau says million hair dryers and 20 million 
the American standard of living home security devices, 
has increased at a rate of more The U.S. consumer splurge is 
than 20 per cent every decade. fuelled by an abundance of money 

“While there are still distressing to courtesy of credit-card 
pockets of poverty in this country, islets, a tax system that makes 
even the most ardent utopian at interest tax-deductible, and the 
toe turn of the century could not Federal Reserve Bank, the 
dream of the affluence and quality nation’s central bank, 
of life into day’s America,” said ^d because of the splurge U.S. 

Fabian Linden, the author of the consumers are deep in debt. So is 
report and the executive director government, which has sought 

of the Conference Board's to Jra the consumer appetite for 
Consumer Research Centre. services not directly available in 
The report, titled “How We the marketplace. Budget deficits 
live: Then and Now, profiles the ^ a of 

country's ejnomk progress ^ economists contend that 
during most of the 20th century. . J " . \ 

It found that in toe past 35 years ‘ becauBe of government and 

the goods and servkk consumed consumer there 18 less 

by the average American have money available for mvestment m 
doubled 5 productivity, which is the engine 

However, economist of all ° f ,h.t in th. 
persuasions argue that study comtluded that m the 

-consumption is often at the Bat 50 yeats, worker 

expenscof production and doesn't ?utput increased because of 
necessarily mean progress. ^novation, invention, more 

The outputof the average U-fS. *£*—■*-« 
worker more than doubled during r~~~rr/ . . 

the fiist half of the oentuiy. and ft satd savings were invested in 

doubled again intbe past 35 years. 

say U.S. production growth has n~d to meet competmon. 
lagged recently. And some argue The Tax Foundation, a private 
that much of toe current U.S. educational and research 
fffhiMity is at the expense of orga n isati o n, said that today 
yesterday and tomorrow. • government borrowing has cut toe 

They explain that yesterday's gross savings rate by a third, .— 
productivity increases made In toe second quarter of this 
possible the great consumer year, toe Tax Foundation said 
society, and borrowing from gross private savings of individuals 
future generations through and businesses were accumulated 
government debt has helped at an annual rate of nearly $719 
sustain it. billion'. But federal deficits 

The study, however, predicted reduced that by $237 billion, 
technological breakthroughs and Some of those worried about 
more stable prices would soon put toe debt were pleased that the n&Y 
U.S. productivity back on its US. tax law will discontinue 
long-term growth path. deductions for interest on most 

The report said that in 1915 it consumer loans. They said the 
took about 60 cents of a measure could encourage 
household's dollar just to buy the consumers to pay as they go, and 
necessities of life — food, clothing may be save some money that can 
and shelter. Now it costs 45 cents, be invested in productivity. 


ROOM FOR RENT 

Studio-type ground floor with central 
heating. Location Shmeisani. 

Telephone 664380 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

restaurant 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 

Engineers' Housing 

~ Estate , near Kilo 

■ Supermarket 

Tel: 818214 
Come and teste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00-330 pjru 
6:30 - Midnight j 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding. •. 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 

Agents tU OW rtm mold 
Tail 664090.660852 
Tfe; 22205 BBSMCO JO 
CiUcNKHMin. 

P.O. BeX 926487 
AMMAN JORDAN , 



Vh* first & bast 
. Chinese Restaurant 1 
/ in Jordan 
1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
mar Ahtiyyah Girts School ‘ 
Taka waay Is iwBiHi 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 p^n. 
6:30 - Midnight 

.■ DJ. 63896$ 


<rfe«KTAVS_fcJJA 

The First and Only Greek 
^Restaurant In Jordan 3 
g TONIGHT g 
S AND EVERY NIGHT 3 

i j u^l 

S „ZORBA THE GREEK. M 

5 LOCATED: 

2 JABAL AMMAN. 21® CIRCLE JJJ 
OPP FRENCH LOAF B 

S tel 641565 mq cover mmet Si 


CHINESE ; 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 
Also take-away service 

■Open daily: Noon - 3:30 
p.m. de 6:30 pjn. - midnight 

. Location: Near 3rd Circle, 

\ apposite to~- 

Akkah Hospital 

l Tel: 641093 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant. 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 

Fully Airconditioned 

Take away available 

Open daily 12:00 - 75:30 
18:00 - 23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 
L Tel: 661922 J 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

NEXT TO GRINDLAYS 
BANK 

Take sway service available 

Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 - 1 1:00 

AQABA 

Tel: 03-314415 


We are able to advise and 
follow up on all your 

governmental 

procedures. 

* Work Permits. 

* Residence Permits. 

* Renewal of all licences. 

* Visas for visitors. 

j Let your headache become 
mme. 

Tel: 604088 
L . All RawrfiilA 


-"-'r-fa 
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Mandlikova defeats Shriver 
to win Jason Classic tennis 


BRISBANE, Australia (AP) — Hana Mandlikova of 
Czechoslovakia ended a yearlong drought Sunday 
by defeating Pam Shriver of the United States 6-2, 
2-6, 6-4 in the final of the $100,000 Jason Classic 
Women’s Tennis Tournament at Brisbane’s Milton 
Courts. 


Top seeded Mandlikova, 
win! ess in 19S6, took out the first 
Virginia Slims Series tide of 1987 
in impressive style. 

The world number four served 
particularly well, getting out of 
tight spots twice in the final set. 

Second-seeded Shriver fought 
hard throughout the 1 hour 36 
min ute struggle in hot, humid 
conditions. 


“I made six finals last year and 
didn't manage to' win any of 
them,” said Mandlikova, the 
24-year-old former U.S. Open 


champion. 

“Its gpod to get off to a much 
better start this year.” 

Man d Kitova’ s victory stamped 
her as one of the major con tenders 
for the Australian Open, which 
begins at Kooyong on Jan. 12. 

She showed a complete mastery 
of the fast Brisbane grass court 
against a taller opponent who is 
renowned asa serve -and- volley er. 

The stan of the match was 
delayed 90 minutes by rain, but 
Mandlikova then romped through 
the first set, playing excellent 
attacking tennis. 


Shriver hit back to take the 
second set, but was constantly in 
trouble in the third. 

Mandlikova broke the 
American’s serve in the fifth game 
of the decisive set, but then 
dropped her own immediately 
afterwards. 

Mandlikova, who has applied to 
become an Australian citizen, 
broke again in foe ninth game — 
and this time held h crown serve to 
take the match. 

“Hana- came up with superb 
serves at the right time,” Shriver 
said afterwards. 

“I had 15-40 on her last two 
service games and she held them 
both. She proved too tough.” 

Mandlikova and Shriver have 
both entered the New South 
Wales women's open, which 
begins Monday at Sydney's White 
City Courts. 


Soccer greats prepare for Pele Cup 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (AP) 
— Soccer king Pele and other 
greats from years past spent 
Saturday in last minute training 
for the first Pele Cup, a tourney 
among countries that have won 
the World Cup at least twice. 

Former soccer stars over 
34 -years-old such as Pele, Ado, 
Carpegian and Edu from Brazil, 
Rudy Fischer, Wolfgang Overath 
and Paul Breitiner from West 
Germany practised under cloudy 
skies for the exhibition games, 
which begin Sunday in Sao Paulo. 

The opening match of the 
tourney, which runs through Jan. 
18, will be between Brazil and 
Italy and will be a rerun of die final 
of the 1970 World Cup won by 
Brazil 4-1. 

Organisers told the Estado De 
Sao Paulo newspaper that 38,000 
of the 60,000 seats in - the 
Pacaembu Stadium were already 
taken for the first game. 

Many of the greats who helped 
Brazil to victoiy will be back on 
the field, including soccer king 


Pele, who retired from 
international play in 1971 and 
B razili an soccer in 1974. 

B razilians haven't, seen their 
idol play ball live since that year. 

‘Tam in shape to play the whole 
game,” 46-year-old Pele told the 
Joroal Do Brasil radio. “But I 
have to confess that I am very 
nervous.” 

Pele said he expected to see lots 
of nervous players on the field 
Sunday as emotions ran high with 
apetitc 
first time 


lay 

old friends and competitors 


playing together for the 
in years. 

Pele has said he will play only in 
the first of die tourney games but 
Brazil team coach Luciano Do 
Valle said he thought Pele would 
end up “changing his mind and 
mi g ht play in the game against 
Uruguay," be told the Estado De 
Sao Paulo newspaper. 

Besides Brazil and Italy, 
Uruguay, West Germany, and 
Argentina will participate in the 
two-week event, which has official 
recognition from FIFA, the world 


body of soccer. 

The I talian team has been 
training in Rio for much of the 
past week and has complained 
about the organisation of the 
tourney, which frequently has left 
them without a proper place to 
train, they said. 

The German team* which will 
play without soccer great Franz 
Beckenbauer, arrived Friday, and 
will be led by coach Raibafl. 

Argentina's squad was to 
include Brindisi, Mas, Babington, 
Villa, Kempes and Albrecht, 
while Uruguay was to feature such 
all-time stars as 46 -year-old 
Hector Silva, Eduard Gerolami 
and Jose Cabrera. 

The starting line-ups for the 
Brazil- Italy game were as follows: 

Brazil: Do. Touinho, Jaime, 
Djalma Dias; Marco Antonio, 
Teodoro, Carpegiani, Rive lino. 
Cafuringa, Pele, and Edu. 

Italy: Bordou (Albertosi), 
Maid era, Roversi, Cuccuredu, 
Facetted, Marini, Sala, Beluci, 
Maraschi, Bonisegna and Poled. 


Tennis star Mats Wilander 
marries S. African model 


SHONGWENI, South Africa (R) 
— Swedish tennis star Mats 
Wilander, sporting a hint of pink, 
married South African model 
Sonya Mulholland in a pink and 
white tent amid tight security 
Saturday. 

Private security guards checked 
the names and car registrations of 
guests arriving for the wedding on 
a luxury estate in South Africa's 
wealthy sugar-farm area. 

Journalists were allowed only a 
brief photo call before 
Mulhollamd, 24, declared: *Tve 


had enough,” and gestured to 

ipnen 


photographers to leave. 

Wilander, ranked third in the 
world, is a tennis hero in Sweden 
but his decision to marry 
Mulholland in South Africa 
caused a Swedish press outcry. 
But anti-apartheid groups there 
have said it was a private matter 


and they respected his pledge not 
to play in the republic as a protest 
against Pretoria’s race policies. 

Mulholland and her 
bridesmaids and flower girls wore 
pink and white. WQander, 23, 
carried through the colour scheme 
by adding a pink cummerbund to 
his black suit and white shirt. 

Fellow Swedish tennis player 
Joakira Nystrom was best man. 

Wilander and Mulholland were 
married in a pink-aud-white 
marquee before about 100 guests, 
but reporters were unable to 
establish whether it was a religious 
ceremony. 

It took place on the lawns of the 
large, single-storey house where 
Mulholland' s sister Bly Louw 
lives. 

WDander and his bride plan to 
continue living in the apartment 
they share in New Yotk. 


American wins 
girl’s 16 tennis 


PORT WASHINGTON, New 
York (AP) — Sixth-seeded Carrie 
Cunningham of the United States, 
outlasted Erica O’Neill of the. 
United States, 6-4, 7-5 in a 
two-hour match Saturday to win 
the gpTs 16 title in the Port 
Washington International Tennis 
Junior Championships. 

Top-seeded Sabine Applemans 
beat Caroline Van Renteighem, 
both from Belgium, 6-4, 6-4, in 
the guts 14 final. 

In the boy’s 16 title match, no. 3 
Vladimir Petrushenko of the 
Soviet Union rallied for 4-6, 6-0, 
6-3 upset of second-seeded 
Andrei Cherkasov, also of the 
Soviet Union. No. 8 Dirk Dier of 
West Germany beat Bill Kyriakos 
of Brazil 7-6, 6-4 for the boy’s 14 
championship. 


FOR RENT 

GROUND FLOOR APT 

IN SHMEISANI NEAR BIRD’S GARDEN 
IN ALSSARA YA. BUILDING 
Ground floor spacious apt. with garden, grand lux 
finishing, 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living, salon, dining 
room, large kitchen with breakfast corner, separate 
entrance, Italian marble, mahagony doors, individual 
central heating, individual water well, telephone, net area 
240 sq.m. 
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Calf 642508 8:30 - 11 a.m. 634300 6 - 9 p.m. 




Australia collapses to 
W. Indian cricketers 


■PERTH (R) — Australia suffered 
more humiliation when it 
collapsed before the West Indian 
pace attack to 91 all out in its final 
match of the four team one -day 
tournament Sunday. 

Set the stiff task of 256 to win in 
50 overs, the Australian batsmen 
failed totally to cope with the 
Caribbean barrage of Joel Garner, 
Tony Gray, Michael Holding and 
Courtney Walsh. 

Only Steve Waugh, who made 
29, readied double figures and 
had it not been for 12 extras the 
position would have been worse. 

Later Australian captain Allan 
Border criticised both umpires for 
leaving un penalised so many 
short-pitched balls. 

Bonder said: “If there’s no rule, 
that's fine. But the rule is there 
and it must be administered 
strictly." 

The 164-run defeat was 
Australia’s second worst in 
one-day contests — behind the 
206-run drubbing received at New 
Zealand's hands at Adelaide Oval 


last season. 

Australia was never in the hunt, 
disappointing the 21,000 crowd 
who had turned up to watch, a 
game rendered meaningless by 
both countries’ two defeats earlier 
in the tournament. 

Opener David Boon was out for 
two and then had to endure 
booing from the home crowd as he 
walked bade. He was also visibly 
upset by the remarks of a 
spectator as he walked down the 
players’ t unne l. 

Garner, Gray (three for nine off 
7.4 overs) and Holding took eight 
wickets between them at a cost of 
51 runs from 23.4 overs. 

A brilliant 100 from man of the 
match Gordon Greenidge and a 
whirlwind unbeaten ninth-wicket 
stand of 45 from just 26 balls 
between Holding (53) and Gray 
(10) helped swell. the West Indian 
total. 

The result left the West Indies 
in its place in the tournament. The 
final between England and 
Pakistan is on Wednesday. 


Kookaburra III gains 
spot in defender final 


FREMANTLE, Australia (AP) 
— Kookaburra HI. skippered by 
Ian Murray, sailed its way into the 
finals of the America’s Cup 
defenders' trials Sunday by 
trouncing her stablemate. 
Kookaburra II, in heavy winds 
and seas by 8:57 minutes. 

It was the worst defeat handed 
Peter Gilmour's crew during the 
defenders' trials. 

The victory gave Kookaburra 
in six victory points for a total of 
71. 

Australia IV remained tied with 
Kookaburra IB as it picked up an 
easy six points without leaving the 
dock. Colin Beashefs Aussie IV 
had been scheduled to race 
Steak’n Kidney, but the Sydney 
boat has been excused from 
further racing and six points will 
be granted to her opponents. 

Kookaburra H now is in the 
uneasy position of being forced to 
defeat Australia IV on Monday 
and hope that Murray can do the 
same Tuesday. 

Australia II must win one of its 
last two races to gain the finals . 

Kookaburra III gets the day off 


Monday and with it six points. 
Australia IV would have clinched 
a rspot- in the finals if it had not lost 
a race in &. protest hearing. 
Beashel’s txiat had pounded 
Kookaburra II Saturday, but later 
was found guilty of not giving 
Kookaburra II right of way and 
disqualified. Thjs cost her six 
points. 

The defenders' finals, a best of 
oine series, are scheduled to begiD 
Jan. 14. 

Murray outmanoeuvred 
Gilmouratthe start by 15 seconds 
and then added to his lead at every 
marit. The big margin came on the 
final beat to the finish 1 line. 
Kookaburra III led by 3:24 at the 
final mark and then lowered her 
spinnaker and floored the gas 
pedal on the beat to the finish line. 

The Fremantle doctor, the 
name the locals give winds which 
sweep across the Indian Ocean off 
this port city, provided a good 
breeze for foe two racers. The 
winds started at 24 knots and 
reached 27 knots at foe finish with 
the seas being around 5 feet (1.5 
metres) in height. 


Irwin takes Florida golf 


FORT MYERS, Florida (R) - 
Hale Irwin posted a final round 
two -under-par 70 to win foe 
$250,000 Florida Invitational 
Golf Tournament and the 
$75 ,000 top prize. 

Irwin, who started the day in a 
first place tie with 22-year-old 
first round leader Scott Verplank, 
finished with a nine-under-par 
207 on Saturday five shots ahead 
of Verplank and Calvin Peete. 

Verplank and Peete finished at 
four-under par 212 to share 
second place. Verplank, who 
slipped to a final round 75, and 
Peete, who fired a 
three-under-par 70 on foe day, 
each received 31,250. 

Irwin's victory in this 54-hole, 
12-player tournament at foe 


7,162-yard Fiddlesticks Country 
Club, marked the second 
consecutive year he has won a 
pre-season event. Last year be 
caotured the Bahamas Classic by 
six shots prior to the start of the 
PGA tour season. 

West German Bernhard Langer 
was alone in fourth place at 
two-under par 214, good for 
$17,250. He shot a two-over-par 
final round of 74. 

Mark O'Meara's four-under 68 
was the best of foe day, but it was 
his first sub-par round of foe 
tournament and he finished tied 
for fifth with Davis Love at 
one-under-par 215. 

Despite a bogey on foe first 
hole, Irwin se tried down and made 
three birdies on foe back nine. 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 


Location: overlooks Zarqa highway, consists of 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 salons, dining room, with 
large garden , swimming pool, telephone and complete 
furniture. 


Please contact tel. 841374/667019 


Cleveland, Washington win in playoffs 


NEW YORK (R) - The 
Cleveland Browns and the 
Washington Redskins moved a 
step closer to the Supeibowl 
Saturday with victories in 
conference, semifinals. 

The Redskins shocked foe 
Bears 27-13 to aid Chicago’s 
chances of repeating as Supeibowl 
-champions and foe Browns were 
forced to go into double overtime 
to beat the New York Jets 23-20. 

The Bears led by six points at 
foe half 13-7. But Washington 
capitalised on three of four 
Chicago turnovers and put 20 
points on foe board m the second 
half against the premier defence in 
the league to advance to the 
National Football Conference 
(NFC) Championship. 

Washington quarterback Jay 
Schzoeder connected with wide 


receiver Art Monk twice for 
touchdowns with the Bears 
blitzing. They added two Jess 
Atkinso n field goals and another 
touchdown for their. 27 points. 

Washington stopped future hall 
of fame running back Walter 
Payton all day and shut-out foe 
Bears in foe second hall 

In an earlier American Football 
Conference (AFC) semifinal, 
Cleveland beat foe Jets 23-20 with 
a dramatic come from behind win 
on a field goal in ctouble overtime. . 

The underdog Jets, leading 
20-10 with two minutes Left on the 
dock, looked to have foe game 
won. But the Browns fought back, 
scoring a touchdown and then 
Wing the game 20-20 on a 22-yaid 
field goal with just seven seconds 
left. 

After both teams failed to score 


in the first sudden death overtime 
period, a 27-yaid field goal by. 
Mark Mosely capped an. 1 1-play, 
59-yaid drive a minute and a half 
into double overtime, .ending the 
second longest game in National 
Football League (NFL) history as 
well as the Jets Superbowi- 
chances. 

Washington will play the winner 
of Sunday's game between foe 
New York Grants and foe Sail 
Francisco 49ers next Sunday s 
foe NFC Championship game. 
Cleveland will meet foe winner of 
the AFC semifinal between the 
Denver Broncos and the New 
England Patriots. 

Toe winners of next week’s 
conference championship will 
clash on Sunday, Jan. 25, in foe 
Superbowl in Pasadena, 
California. 


Chicago snaps Detroit’s winning streak 


CHICAGO (AP) — After faffing 
to reach foe 40-point mark in his 
last two games, Michael Jordan 
scored 47 points, leading the 
Chicago Bulls to a 124-119 NBA 
victory over Detroit, snapping foe 
Pistons' four-game winning 
streak. 

Jordan had scored 34 and 31 
points in foe Bulls' previous two 
games. Saturday mghfs effort 
marked foe 14th time in the Bulls’ 
last 19 games that he has reached 
the 40-point plateau, and foe 17th 
time this season. He leads foe 
NBA in scoring with a 37.6 
average. 

Rookie forward Brad Sellers, 
making his first NBA start, added 
27 points and 12 rebounds for the 
Bulls. Isiah Thomas led the. 
Pistons with 36 points, followed 
by Adrian Dantiey’s 22. 

After the lead seesawed early, 
Chicago -scored 12 of the last 14 
points of foe first quarter for a 
37-25 advantage, and foe Pistons 
never caught op. 


after three 


and foe 


quarters, 

Knicks got ik> closer than 99 -80 in 
foe fourth period. 

W ilkins scored 15 points in foe 


first quarter in a shooting contest 
with Patrick] 


strict Ewing, who scored 12 
of his 16 points in that period. 
Dominique’s brother Gerald 
scored 20 points for the Knicks. 


Rockets 138, Sonics 114 

In Houston, Lewis Lloyd scored 
19 of his 25 points in die first 
quarter as foe Houston Rockets 
took charge eady and went on to 
defeat foe Seattle Supersonics 
138-114. 

The win was in the second 
meeting between foe two frame 
since, the Statics handed the 
.Rockets their worst loss ever, a 
13(5-80 drubbing on Dec. 6. 
Seattle also beat Houston 
114-100 on Dec. 18. 

‘Houston • bad "seven players in' 
double figures, including Ralph 
Sampson with 21 and Mitchell 
Wiggins with 19. Dale Elfis and 
Xavier McDaniel had 21 each for 
Seattle, which lost its fourth 
straight 

Houston dominated foe first 
period, taking a 43-23 lead as 
went 7-for-7 from the field 
hit five of six free throws. 


Nets 118, Clippers 97 

In East Rutherford^ New 
Jersey, Tony Brown scored 22 
pomts as foe New Jersey Nets 
defeated Los Angeles 1 18-97, the 
11th straight loss for the Clippers. 

The Nets scored 20 of the 
game’s first 22 points and 
outrebounded the Cfippers 75-51 . 
Los' Angeles has now won just 
one of its last 24 games. 

With 4:34 left in the third 
period, New Jersey opened its 
biggest lead of the game at 77-53. 
The Clippers got as dose as 88-77 
early in foe fourth quarter on two 
free throws by Tim Kemp ton. But 
New Jersey then scored 12 of the 
next 16 points to ice foe victory. 


Backs 104, Cavaliers 95 

In Milwaukee, Ricky Pierce 
scored 27 points ana Terry 
Cummings 23 as Milwaukee 
defeated Cleveland 104-95, the 
Bucks’ second victory over foe 
Cavaliers in two nig hts. 

The Bucks outsoored Cleveland 
10-5 at foe start of foe fourth 
quarter to take a 90-76 lead an' 
Randy Brener’s free throw with 
8:10 left. 

Cleveland cut the deficit to 
94-87 with 4:53 remaining, but 
Milwaukee then outsoored foe 
Cavaliers 10-2 for a 104-89 lead 
on Pierce's jump foot. 


Trail Blazers 116, Nuggets 106 
In Portland. Oregon, Kiki 


Vandewegbe scored 30 points and 
Jerome Kersey added six crucial 
lints in foe final -minutes as the 


Mavericks 106, Spurs 89 

hi San Antonio, Texas, Detlef 
Schrempf scored 19 points as foe 
Dallas Mavericks won their fourth 
-straight game, a 106-89 decision 
over the San Antonio spurs. 

The loss , dropped San Antonio 
to 8-23 and 15 games below, ■ 
^00 , the team's worst record since 
it joined the NBA 10 years ago. 

The Mavericks led 50-45 at foe 
half and then used a 12-4 spurt at 
the startof the third period to pull 
ahead 62-48. The closest foe 
Spins could get after that was 
65-57 with 4:25 left in the third 
quarter. 


pomts m 
Portland Trail Blazers came from 
behind for a 116-108 victory over 
foe Denver Nuggets. 

The Blazers, who traded by nine 
points early in foe fourth period, 
outsoored the Nuggets 14-4 in foe 
final minutes to pull away for the 
victory. 

Two free throws by Kenny Carr 
and a rebound basket by Kersey 
put the Blazers ahead 110-106 
with two minutes remaining. After 
Vandewegbe hit a pair of free 
throws, Clyde Drexler, who 
scored 10 of his 20 points in the 
final quarter, sank a layup with 24 
seconds left to clinch foe victoiy. 

The Blazers made 55 per cent of 
their field goal attempts tin the 
finat quarter, compared ^wrrh 23 
percentfor Denver, which was led 


by Alex English with 23 gomts 


and Blair Rasmussen with 


Hawks U4, Knicks 92 

In Atlanta, Dominique Wilkins 
scored 21 points and seven 
Atlanta teammates scored in 
double figures as foe Hawks 
snapped the New York Knicks' 
four-game winning streak with a 
114-92 victoiy. 

Atlanta wait ahead to stay at 
15-13 on a Kevin Willis dunk with 
6:23 left in the first period, and led 
64-48 at die half The Hawks 
increased the margin to 97-67 


Napoli suffers 1st defeat 


ROMA(R) — Diego Maradona’s 
Napoli suffered its first defeat of 
the season Sunday, going down 
3-1 at Fforeotina and allowing 
Internazionale Milan to take over 
at the top of foe Italian Fast 
Division on goal difference. 

Inter beat lowly Atalaqta 1-0 
with an 18fo minute goal from 
Pietro Fauna. 

Maradona, who scored his 
side’s only goat often threatened 
foe Fbrentina goal but be found 
goalkeeper Marco Landucci in 
superb form. 

Fiorentina, unpeturbed by 
NapoLFs 13- match unbeaten 


league fun, attacked from the stan 
and wentahead in the sixth minute 
with a goal from Argentine 
Ramon Angel Diaz. 

Veteran Giancarlo Antognoni 
made it two in foe 28th minute 
when he curled home a free kick 
from just outside the penalty area. 

Maradona’s goal came six 
minutes into the second half, but 
Paolo Monelli wrapped up foe 
game for the home side with its 
ttiiid just before the end. 


HOUSE FOR RENT 


Ground floor house located in Jabal Amman between 
3rd and 4th circles. Consisting of three bedrooms, 
spacious salons, independent entrance, independent 
garage, independent central heating with telephone 
and large garden. 


Please call 603108 


Champion Juventus fouod 
some of its okl form after a 
disappointing run when it came 
from behind to beat Verona 2-1. 

Verona went ahead in the 27fo 
minute with a goal from Danish 
international Preben Elkjaer — a 
lead it held until midway through 
foe second half when Lkmefio 
Manfredonia pounced on a loose 
ball after a defensive error and, 
scored. 

Antonio Cabrini scored foe 
winner two minutes from time, 
putting Juventus fourth in the 
table two points behind the leader. 


r 




TO LET 

Unfurnished or furnished villa. Location: Umm 
Uthaina, north of Amra Hotel, two floors, each 312 
sq.mtr. first floor 4 bedrooms, ground floor large hall 
and services. 

Area of land 1200 sq.mtr. 


If interested call 636991 
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INTERNATIONAL, MULT I PRODUCT ORGANISATION REQUIRES 

SALESMEN 

HAVING A CAR & HOLDING JORDANIAN NATIONALITY 


ISA NECESSITY 

HIGHLY. ATTRACTIVE INCENTIVE SCHEMES FOR YOUR BENEFIT. 


WE NEED “EAGLES” NOT CHICKENS. 


WE'LL GIVE YOU THE WINGS. BUT ONLY IF YOU DESIRE TO FLY, 
TO SOAR- TO ACHIEVEI 



FURNISHED APARTMENTS 


3 bedrooms with beautiful view, heating, telephone, 
under cover parking etc. .Within walking distance of 
the Holiday Inn. 


Call: 660719 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

A villa consisting of three bedrooms (one master bedroom 
with bathroom), targe L-shaped living and dining room, large 
kitchen, bathroom, two verandas, central heating and large 
garden. . 

Brand new furniture. 

Location: AJ Rashid Housing Estate opposite to University 
Hospital. 

For more information pis. contact tel. 628230 anytime 


COOK 


FOR SALE 


Woman experienced in Continental and Arabic 
cooking available for full-time position. Also light 
housekeeping. 


Furniture & household goods, Yamaha organ, 
electrical appliances and many other items. 


Call 644417 or evenings 810328 


Tel: 644588 between 3-5 pjn. 


[Cinema Tel: 6774261 

1 CONCORD 1 

MALIBU 

EXPRESS 

Additional party 1030 arc. 

.PcffamwMBr? JO. fcCO. 8:30. 10:30 
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Cinema 


RAINBOW 


WARNING SIGN 


i W«in«iw»?:l5.fc!30.»J0. 10:30 



Cinema 


OPERA 


Tel: 675573 


HELL CAMP 


■ld0.ficU.K30, HfcJO 



Cinema 


Tel: 677420 


ALL THE WAY 
BOYS 


Ftorfomaaecs 330, &00, &3Q. Mfc3Q 



Cinema Tel: 622198 

RAGHADAN 




THE INVINCIBLE 
RAMBO 


IttfaiUMt 12: 13. 3300. *00.9:43 
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eekly Financial 

% Fonad Batshon 


The Allowing report summarises 
trading activities in Amman of 
major European and Arab 
currencies as well as gold prices. 
The writer is a foreign exchange 
dealer at. Halim Salfiti and Sons 
Co. 

AMMAN — Last week, the US. 
dollar traded much lower on the 
JD and other European 
currencies. The main reason 
behind die low value of the dollar 

against all other currencies centes 

on the extremely bad American 
economic figures that were 
released recently. 

The dollar traded between 
0S42 to 0.3495 fils on the JD 
while dealers in Amman stood 
aside because of the end of the 
year. 

Charts indicate that the do llar is 
in an extremely oversold situation 
and this week may begin its 
upward correction. 

Trading in European 
currencies 

Sterling rose to new highs 
against the JD and the dollar 
because of the high North Sea oil 
price and the lower dollar. Sterling 
traded between 0.4985 to 0.5150 
fas on the JD. The DM. SF and 
yen rose also to new highs. The 
DM traded between 0.171 to 
0.182 fils, the SF between 0.2085 


to 221 fils and the yen between 
0.00125 to 0.00235 fils on theJD. 

World trading in mrfals 

The weaker dollar and the 
higher oil prices pushed the metals 
higher. 

Gold rose from a low of $389 an 
ounce to $407 an ounce. 

Platinum rose from $457 an 
ounce to S4S5 an ounce. Silver 
from $5.25 an ounce to $5.52 an 
ounce. 

Charts indicate that metals 
cannot continue their upward 
correction before testing once 
again lower levels this week. 

Trading in Arab currencies 

The Lebanese lira crashed to 
new and record lows against the 
dollar. The JLL traded around the 
93.11 to the dollar and 300 to the 
JD last week mostly because of the 
instable political and economic 
situation. 

The Syrian Era maintained its 
value against the dollar trading 
between 70 to 76 SL/JD. 

Gold prices in Amman 
according to the daily bulletin 
presented by the Jordan Jewellery 
Store Cb. 

Gold per gramme 21 carats Buy 
JD 4.000 Sell JD 4200 

Gold per gramme 18 carats Buy 
JD 4.500 Sell JD 4.800 

Rashadi Lira JD 32 
Old Sovereign JD 38 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 1M7 

• GENERAL TENDENCIES: You have some good 
thoughts on how to obtain your long-desired aims. To- 
day is not the day to ask for favors from those in posi- 
tions of power. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Look to an older person 
for good ideas on how to gain your aims. Don’t rely on 
any bigwigs. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Study your outstand- 
ing bills and plan how best to pay them. Don’t argue 
with your mate. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) An outside a By can give 
you the information you need for some new enterprise. 
Keep out of trouble. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) An associate 
will be irked if you try to handle business affairs in a 
different manner. Be cooperative. • — ■■ 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Get into pleasures that are 
enjoyable and forget drab, dull duties today. Revive your 
lagging spirits thnsly, 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) You find it less difficult 
to handle affaire at home, bo forget outside recreation 
for the time being. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) Get busy and handle 
correspondence you have been permitting to pile up. 
Avoid arguments at home. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Avoid a talkative friend 
who could keep you from handling important matters. 
Study how to improve your holdings. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Get into personal 
affairs. Be sure to avoid an argument between a higher- 
up and a co-worker. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You can make bet- 
ter plans for the future. Keep your personal ambitions 
to yourself. Enjoy company later. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Avoid friends who 
could cause you to spend too much money. Study your 
personal wishes for the future. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Get into the outside ad- 
tivities that can help you to gain your fine ambitions. 
Show off your abilities. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be productive, but may be interested in too many things 
and not complete any of them. A good education, 
however, should be provided since much success will be 
possible when finally getting down to business. A lover 
of music and arts here. 


THE Daily Crossword by XM. McWMrif 


ACROSS 
1 Russ, saint 
S * — is tha 

army—’' 

9 Clamor 

14 Ship part 

15 Famtiy drcte 
member 

16 Wives of 
Henry Vlll 

17 Genuine 

IS Water holders 
?0 Directional 
dgn 

22 Homeless cat 

23 Bind 

-24 Mad as a 
— hen 
,26 Stopover 

27 Swedish 

28 Consumed 
31 Aslan sea 

33 Arabic letter 

34 Stevenson 
character 

38 Kitchen tool 

39 Level's term 

40 vacation spot 

41 intersecting 
Hflc 

42 Hollowed In 

away 

43 Navy letters 

44 News ham 

45 Nav. oft 

46 PtiO forcibly 
48 Saa bird 
50 Or. bland 

52 River in Peru 

53 Wheel nit 
5S Competitor 
59 Attesting as 

a document 

82 Asian 
wasteland 
63 a— , Sp. 
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Of gw Tram Mull BanriGM. toe. 


2 Sly leek 

3 Equipment 

4 Permit 

5 Road material 

6 Colors 

7 Impart 
SVMMst 

Isaac 
9 Fleet 

10 Yoko — 

11 Enterprise 

12 Hitch 

13 2-wheeled 


Yesterday’s Pazfie Solved: 


64 Birthright 


85 Race dbtanco 

66 Concluded 

67 Actor Bniea 

68 Yemen port 

DOWN 


19 Had 

21 Undermines 
25 M e eti n g of 

lover* 

27 Tibetan city 

28 Appends 

29 Klmer subject 

30 Excb*ned 

32 Height abbr. 

33 Ferro machine 
36 Rub out 

36 Deanna 

37 “East of — " 


□nnnfi nnnn nnnn 
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nnnrsra nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnnnnn non 
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nnn nnnnn nnrnran 
nnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
rannm nnnn nnnnn 
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38 Anarchists 
40 Wasp 
42 Su rt nti 

46 Part of a door 

47 Squirrel's 
hmch 

48SBnm» 

49 l e veled . 


51 Or. tetter 

53 Wtifted 

54 Knot in wood 

56 Store partner 

57 Talented 

56 Legal holdtog 
80 Expert 
61~ 



Turkey opens first free trade zone 


ANKARA (R) — Prime Minister 
Tuzgut Ozal Saturday opened 
Turkey's first free trade zone, 
intended to boost export earnings, 
in the Mediterranean port of 
Memo. 

The zone, one of four planned, 
will be outside Turkish customs 
borders and operations will be' 
free of all domestic taxation. 
Strikes and labour unions are 
banned there. 

Mr. Ozal was quoted by the 
semi-official Anatolian News 
Agency as saying at the opening: 

“Id the coming years free zones 
wiD be an important p art of our 

policy of opening up to the 
outside. We will also nave free 
-zones in Adana, Izmir and 
Antalya. They will facilitate our 
exports and make our imports 
cheaper.” 

But diplomats said the zones 
would have to- be abolished if 
Turkey succeeded in becoming a 


full member of the European 
Gommanity (EC), because they 
contravene the EC principle of 
free competition by applying a 
taxation regime discriminately. 

Mr. Ozal has said he plans to 
apply for fall EC membership this 
year. 

A government spokesman told 
Renters that 238 companies had 
applied to operate in the Merein 
zone. Their specialities included 
manufacturing, import -export, 
assembly and exhibition wore. 

Five of the total are Turkish 
banks. Officials say they want to 
encourage offshore backing in the 
zones, bat have yet to publish 
detailed provisions for this. 

The Mersin facility, run by a 
private company, Mesbas — in 
which the state has a minority 
share — has its own wharf, 
tel am mrminira firms and Other 

infrastructure. 

- The second zone at Antalya. 



Tnrgut Ozal 

also on the Mediterranean, is due 
to open within a month. Those at 
Izmir on the Aegean and Adana 
on the Mediterranean are still in 
the planning stage. 


Peking’s first financial market opens 


PEKING (AP) — Peking’s first 
money market opened Saturday, 
with about 550 mlllioD yuan (S149 
milEon) changing hands in the first 
two hours of trading. 

The official Xinhua News 
Agency said the market, run by 
the Industrial and Co mme rcial 
Bank of China, offers services in 
interbank borrowing and lending, 
exchange of stocks and negotiable 
securities and financial 
consultation. 

Fourteen financial institutions 
took part in first-day transactions, 
the report sakL It said crowds of 
people', including onlookers, filled 
the office near the Temple of 
Heaven in southern Peking. 

Xinhua said the Tianqiao 
Department Store Co. offered 
.305,000 yuan ($82,000) worth of 
stock for sale, and that most 
buyers were individuals. 

It said one young woman 
bought 30,000 yuan ($8,100) 
worth of stock for her husband, 
who runs a factory in a Peking 
suburb. The average wage of a 
Chinese worker is about 1,000 


yuan ($270) a year. 

The department store is 
offering interest and dividend 
rates 100 per cent hjgjher than 
those offered by banks, it said. 

The report did not say if any 
other companies sold stocks. 

China's first stock market 
opened in Shanghai last fall, with 
two companies selling shares. 
Almost all shares were purchased 
on the first day, and there have 
been almost no transactions since 


then. 

The market there, also run by 
file Industrial and Commercial 
Bank of China, imposed a 15 per 
cent maximum that can be earned 
cm shares from interest and 
dividends. Financial centres, now 
being encouraged by the 
government to raise badly needed 
capital for development, have also 
opened in Shenyang, Wuhan, 
Chungking (Chongqing) and 
other cities. 


People favour reforms, 
survey indicates 

Meanwhile, a survey of more 
than 3,300 Chinese indicates most 
of them favour economic reforms 
which they hope will improve tbeir 
employment opportunities and 
end the system of state job 
allocation, the Xinhua News 
Agency said. 

Xinhua said the poll was 
sponsored by the state-run 
Workers Daily f Gqngrcn Ribao) 
and a research institute and 
included 3347 respondents from 
29 provinces, municipalities and 
autonomous regions. 

The report said 41 per cent of 
the people surveyed said the 
country’s economic reforms are 
moving slowly, 10 per cent said 
they are going too slowly, and 21 
percent said they are going at a 
proper rate. Xinhua did not say 
what the remaining respondents 
thought about the reforms or their 
pace. 


Most said they were unhappy 
with the system of the state 
assigning lifetime jobs in state 
enterprises, Xinhua said. 

Some 33 per cent said they are 
“strongly willing” to change their 
jobs, while 27.1 per cent said they 
were willing. Around 20 per 
cent said they did not care and 
almost the same number of people 
said they were unwilling or 
reluctant to do so. 

People willing to find other jobs 
said their current jobs do not tap 
their potential or initiative. 

More than 55 per cent of those 
surveyed said lifetime job security 
to state-run enterprises, known as 
the “iron rice bowl,” should be 
abolished. 

But the s ame number said they 
would not resign even if given a 
chance to make more money at 
another job and more than 36 per 
cent were unwilling to leave their 
home cities to work to otherplaces 
where they might be paid much 
better. 

More than 70 per cent said they 
want to choose their jobs 
themselves rather than be 
assigned by the state to a work unit 
for fife. 

Almost 53 per cent want their 
children to many someone with a 
fixed job, and nearly 89 per cent 
said it is reasonable to fire 
unqualified employees, Xinhua 
said. 

Some 71 per cent said heavily 
debt-ridden enterprises which 
cannot pay back their debts should 
be allowed to go bankrupt. 


Taiwan plans overseas sales blitzes 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan, hard hit 
by changes in UJ5. import policy 
will diversity its export markets to 
Europe, Asia, the Middle East 
and South America this year, a 
senior trade official said Sunday. 

Mr. Vincent Siew, director of 
the Board of Foreign Trade, told 
Reuters file government would 
help Taiwanese businessmen with 
dozens of overseas sales blitzes to 
promote exports. 

“We are sure that the 
Democrat-dominated U.S. 
Congress will introduce more 
protec tionistic bills this year to 
curb imports from those countries 
which have a large trade surplus,'’ 
he said. 

The Reagan administration 
announced on Friday it would 


reduce its generalised system of 
preferences (GSP) trade benefits 
on 290 products from Taiwan and 
seven other developing countries. 

Mr. Siew said fire cuts for 
Taiwan, totalling 373 per cent or 
about $1.2 billion, were the 
largest of the eight countries 
involved. 

The cuts, to be effetive from 
July 1, would have some impact on 
several Taiwanese industries, 
tochiding footwear, machine tools 
and furniture, he added. 

He attributed the GSP cuts and 
rising protectionism to 
Washington's 
larger- than -expected trade deficit 
of a record $175 bQlion last year, 
up from less than $150 bflhon a 
year ago. 


He said Taiwan had the third 
largest trade surplus with the 
United States last year after Japan 
and Canada and he estimated the 
surplus at about $133 billion in 
1986 against $1031 bfifion a year 
earlier. 

He said Taiwan wanted to 
reduce its trade surplus with the 
United States by buying more 
products from its largest trading 
partner this year. 

Taiwan announced last week a 
series of liberalisation 
programmes aimed at importing 
US. cigarettes, wine and beer 
directly and cutting import tariffs 
of up to 50 percent on some 1 ,700 
foreign products from the VS. 
and other nations. 


Dollar fall likely to go on 


NEW YORK(R) — The dollar lost five per cent of its 
value against the West German mark in the past two 
weeks and traders say the latest crop of bad 
economic news is likely to push the currency even 
lower when full trading resumes Monday. 


In a quiet market mi Friday, 
with many traders on holiday, the 
dollar dosed to New York at 
1 .9235 marks. It bad earlier fallen 
to 1.9130 marks in European 
trad tog, its lowest since November 
19S0 when it hit 1.8810 marks . 

Some dealers predict the dollar 
will fall below 1.90 marks in the 
first full trading week of 1 987. Mr. 
Richard Jeffrey, of London 
brokers Hoare Govett, predicted 
file dollar will decline to 1.80 
marks by next November. 

Traders predict the dollar will 
decline against the Japanese yen 
from its current level of 158. to 
September, the dollar fell to 
151.70 yen. its lowest since the 
currency was revalued after World 
War II. 

The bearish signs for the dollar 
are dear. Die U5. economy is 
growing at a sluggish rate and 
economists predict the overhaul of 
the American tax structure will act 
as a drag on growth in 1987. 

Most important, however, is the 
stubborn 03. trade deficit, which 
looks like topping S170b3 lion this 
year. 

Despite the dollar’s fail of more 
than 30 per oent in the past 15 
months against such key 
currencies as the mark and yen, 
the trade gap has continued to 
grow and at an increasing rate. 
Normally, a lower dollar would 
make U S . exports more attractive 
abroad and would increase the 
price of imported items to the 
United Stales. 


The Commerce Department 
said on Wednesday the deficit 
grew by SI 9.22 billion in 
November, much more than 
expected by economists and wider 
than the SI 2 billion gap in 
October. 

“These numbers are simply 
incredible,” Mr. Steven Cerier of 
Manufacturers Hanover Trust 
told Reuters. 

Economists say that while the 
trade outlook for 19S7 is better, 
that still means a huge trade 
deficit. Analysts say continued 
trade problems could push the 
United States to again talk the 
dollar lower. 

The currency began its steep 
decline in reaction to U.S. 
pressure to red uce its h igh value in 
1985. highlighted by the Plaza 
agreement among the five leading 
Western industrial countries to 
work toward a lower dollar. 

But -brokers also warn that the 
quiet conditions of the past few 
weeks make it difficult to predict 
what will happen as the market 
resumes its normal frenetic pace. 
Traders remain nervous about 
intervention, especially by West 
Germany. A quick pounce in the 
market by central banks, quickly 
driving up the value of the dollar, 
could mean huge losses for foreign 
currency traders. 

Mr. Graham Sweet, 
vice-president in charge of foreign 
exchange trading at Canadian 
Imperial Bank of Commerce in 
Toronto, said: “If there is no sign 


‘of intervention or rhetoric from 
senior officials, the dollar must 
continue to decline.'* 

Bank of Japan Governor 
Satoshi Sumita hinted on Friday 
that concerted central bank action 
would be taken to restore market 
stability. 

Yeutter sees greater 
protectionist moves 

Meanwhile. U.S. trade 
representative. Mr. Clayton 
Yeutter. has said there is a greater 
protectionist trend in the U.S. 
Congress this year than there was 
last year, a Japanese newspaper 
reported Sunday. 

Mr. Yeutter, in an interview 
with Yomiuri Sh irabun , sa id many 
of the newly elected members of 
Congress, both Democrats and 
Republicans, were more 
protectionist than those in the old 
Congress. 

He was quoted as saying 
Congress would move ahead with 
“corrective activity of its own that 
could undo all the good things that 
have been done to terms of 
economic decisions by the US.. 
Japan and other countries.” 

Urging Japan to truly open its 
markets to foreign goods, he said a 
great deal of debate was likely on 
reciprocity and that this could lead 
to a closure of U3. markets to 
Japanese goods if Japanese 
markets remained closed. 

Japan's trade surplus with the 
United States was $50 billion in 
1985 and probably rose to >80 
billion last year. 

Mr. Yeutter was quoted as 
saying Congress would probably 
pass the Gephardt provision, 
which requires countries with 
large trade surpluses to reduce 
them within a certain period. 


Banker expects higher oil prices 


ABU DHABI (R) - The central 
bank governor of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAJE) said in remarks 
published Saturday that he 
expected oil revenue increases to 
start this year and they could 
continue to the end of the century. 

Sheikh Abdul Malik A1 Ha mar 
told the semi-official daily A1 
Ittihad that revenue boosts were 
expected after the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) had overcome the worst 
crisis in its history. 

“Recent developments to the 
oil market have confirmed that.,^ 
the market has overcome the 
worst period of its history 
regarding the decrease in oil prices 
and OPEC’s share of the 
international market. 
Consequently, (UAE) revenue 
from oil exports is expected to 
increase and this increase could 
continue to the end of this 
century.” Sheikh A1 Ha mar said. 


Economic sources said UAE 
revenues would jump by 20 per 
cent under OPEC moves to 
increase oD prices to SI 8 a barrel 
from around S14. 

The UAE has been producing 
up to 12 million barrels per day 
(b/d). Under new OPEC quotas 
agreed last month, the UAE 
output should decline to 902,000 
b/d from the beginningof January. 

UAE oil revenues, which 
constitute more than 90 per cent 
of the nation’s income, slumped 
by more than half when oil prices 
fell sharply as a result of a glut in 
the mtemational market. 

Oil ministers of the 13-member 
OPEC agreed last month to cut 
production to increase oQ prices to 
$18 a barrel. 

Sheikh A1 Ha mar predicted that 
the United States and the Soviet 
Union would be unable to 
continue oil production at current 


levels, and th is would help push up 
prices. 

Announced reserves of the 
United States and the Soviet 
Union would last 10 to 15 years. 
Sheikh AI Hamar added, “and it is 
impossible that both countries will 
continue to deplete their reserves 
at the same levels.” 

He said UAE government 
spending, which is the main factor 
in activating the country's 
economy, would rise as a result of 
the increase in oil revenues. 

Spending in the oil sector would 
also rise to prepare for the 
increase in demand for oil during 
the 1990s. 

He said the government should 
benefit from previous economic 
experience and adopt a five-year 
or 10-year plan to utilise financial 
resources which would become 
available as a result of the 
expected recovery. 


African oil nations to form new group 


LAGOS (R) — Tea African 
oil -producing nations will meet in 
Lagos later mis month to launch a 
consultative group called the 
African Hydrocarbon 
Association, a spokesman for the 
Nigerian oil industry has said. 

Mr. Alex Nwokedi of the 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC), told 
Reuters that representatives of 
Nigeria, Gabon, Algeria and 
Libya — all Organisation of 


Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) members — would meet 
those of non-OPEC producers 
Angola, Cameroun, Congo, 
Tunisia, Egypt and Benin on Jan. 
26 and 27 to form the group. 

The meeting would be preceded 
by a session ofexperts from the 10 
nations on Jan. 23 and 24, he 
added. 

The inauguration of the African 
Hydrocarbon Association, 
conceived by the African OPEC 


members to Algiers last February, 
was twice scheduled in Lagos last 
year and twice postponed. 

The group is the brainchild of 
Nigeria, Africa's largest oil 
producer, which has described it 
as a “continental forum for 
consultation, dialogue and 
meaningful cooperation.” 

The new group was originally 
conceived against a background of 
tumbling world oil prices and 
disunity in OPEC. 


Peanuts 


ON V0UR WAY TO THE 
COURTHOUSE, I SEE 



I IMAGINE YOUkE QUITE 
UlELL KNOWN AMONG 
VOUR FELLOW ATTORNEYS 


IS ittruetkattheyVeI 
IGWENVOU A NICKNAME? 





Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 

r y EH, SURE -3*Vjoi' 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


CapHsM IWMiSfikmlM. 


ALU 

CRYSTAL 
ZO* OFF 


HAfZRiS 

O-IT 



*My doctor says I need to Improve 
my muscle tone. Got any really 
heavy beer mugs?” 


Andy Capp 


V 

I CALLED IN 
ON MUM/ PET. 
SHEISGOT 
ATEpRlBLE 
COLD»“ 


SHE WAS SUPPOSED TO BE 
SWING WITH USATTHE ^ 
WEEKEND BUT S HE THINKS 
BETTER CANCEL 1T^ 




Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Nobody goes there anymore 


KRYJE i 


Ilii 



DYPUG 




■ 

□ 



TUU 

MAW 

mm 

■ 

J 


n 


YENNIT j 


wmmm 

■ 

■ 


WHAT THE SLEAZY 

RESTAURANT that 

MAPE THOSEAWFUL 
SUBMARINE SAND- 
WICHES PIP. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


^ [xinrnm 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: RAVEN PRIOR HUMBLE DEPICT 
Answer. Tha barber told him stories that could do this— 
CURL HIS HAIR 




* * •' n 7 T7 














Peking students appeal to Deng, 
attack media for slanted news 


PEKltfGTfR) — Illegal wallposters^feappeared at 
Peking University Sunday arging-Chinese leader 
Deng Xiaoping to respond to appeals for democracy 
and asking students to burn the Communist Party’s 
Peking Daily for inaccurate reporting. 


students," die letter said. 

Guo’s letter wished Mr. Deng 
good health and said students 
supported reforms he bad 


l 


'Witnesses said there were at 
least three posters at the elite 
college, includmg a four-page 
open letter to Mr. Deng. Officials 
had ripped down all posters but 
(me Saturday. 

“We have to write to you 
(Deng) because there are no other 
channels of expression left. Please 
answer us," said an open letter 
signed by final-year mathematics 
student Guo Jichuan. 

The letter said the students 
would give Mr. Deng 10 days to 
reply before deckling their next 
course of action. 

• The student said the official 
media had slanted news of 
demonstrations on Thursday and 
Friday when 1,000 students 
marched IS kilometres to 
Tiananmen Square to secure the 
release of at least 24 students held 
in the Thursday portest. 

A month-long series of 
nationwide students 


demonstrations for democracy 
and press 'freedom has been met 
by an official media campaign 
urging students to stay off the 
streets and blaming the unrest on 
small numbers of troublemakers. 

Guo's letter, read eagerly by 
students, said police had been too 
rough with students cm Thursday. 
“Our demonstrations were all 
proper ... they axe over now but we 
would have marched 
seven -and-a-half hoars in vain if 
our appeals for democracy are 
slanted by newspapers.” 

Mr. Drag and other members of 
the ruling politburo have not 
made public their opinions on the 
marches, leading to speculation 
that Communist Party leaders are 
split over the issue. 

‘ ‘ Newspapers should report, not 
give opinions. There arfe too many 
opinions and too much inaccurate 
reporting, which has caused 
Peking citizens to oppose 


Alongside it were two unsigned 
posters, one of which asked 
students to attend a publfo bunting 
of copies of the Peking Daily 
Monday afternoon because of its 
* 1 unfair reporting' ’ of the protests, 
which was separating students 
from the masses. 

The other accused the 
newspaper of ganging unrest with 
its biased reporting and said “it 
was the tongue of the leftists.” 

Students at die university said 
they were not likely to stage more 
protests because of impending 
exams but some said they would 
come to watch the burning of the 
Pekmg Daily. 

A foreign student at Shanghai, 
scene of the biggest marches, told 
Reuters by telephone that there 
were no posters on campuses 
there and no plans for future 
protests, with students busy 
preparing for exams. 

China Sunday announced the 
arrest of a man for inciting 
students to demonstrate and 


maintained its media bKtz againt 
further protests for democracy by 
saying that freedom of expression 
in the West was not unlimited. 

The official Peking Daily said 
police arrested Kong Nian, 
described as a former student at 
Qingbua University expelled in 
1984 for robbery, for inciting 
students at Peking Teachers 
University to demonstrate and 
attacking them when they did not 

He is the eighth person, none 
students, known to have been 
arrested since the students on at 
least 12 campuses across China 
started demonstrating a month 
ago for democracy and freedom., 
No new protests were reported 
overnight. 

A worker has been arrested for 
putting up a poster at a South 
China Technical College urging 
students “to take to the streets and 
cause disturbances,” a Hong Kong 
newspaper said Sunday. 

The pro-Peking Wen Wei Po 
said Chen Xiaoqiang, believed to 
be in his 30s, was taken into 
custody after he tacked up the 
poster last week at die Huanan 
Instituteof Technology in Canton. 

The daily said he was being 
questioned by security officials. 


‘Important pieces’ found 
in Puerto Rican hotel fire 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — 
Investigators have found 
“important pieces of the jigsaw” 
bur the cause of a New Year's Eve 
hotel fire that killed at least 95 
people won't be known for days. 
Police Superintendent Carlos 
Lopez Feliciano says. 

Lopez Feliciano said more than 
150 survivors and witnesses to 
Wednesday’s disaster have been 
interviewed and more than 200 
agents have collected data they 
hope will show how and where the 
inferno erupted. 

“We have a lot of important 
pieces of the jigsaw,” be told 
reporters Saturday at the 
blackened Dupont Plaza Hotel 


following a 2'h hour meeting that 
included agents from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, the 
Federal Bureau of Alcohol 
Tobacco and Firearms and local 
police. He declined to disclose 
details of the meeting. 

At the end of Friday's search 
Mr. Lopez Feliciano said he 
thought 'all victims had been 
found. Even so, a final search for 
any additional victims was 
mounted Saturday. 

The fire, reportedly 
accompanied by explosions, swept 
through the hotel’s ballroom 
casino and lower four floors. Some 
142 people were injured, and 21 
remained hospitalised Saturday. 


Congress convenes Tuesday 
with Democrats in control 


WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
100th Congress convenes 
Tuesday with opposition 
Democrats, controlling both 
chambers for the first time in 
Ronald Reagan's presidency, 
ready to seize the initiative on 
trade, arms control and the 
Iran-contra controversy. 

The loss of eight Republican 
seats in Nov. 4 elections gave 
Democrats a 55-45 majority in the 
Senate. The Democrats also 
increased their margin in the 
» House of Representatives to 
’.'258-177. 

Lingering controversy over the 
Iran-contra affair will be pushed 
to the front as each chamber 
establishes special investigative 
committees. 

But leaders scoff at the notion 
that the scandal, which triggered 
"the biggest flap during Mr. 
Reagans six years' in office, will 
sidetrack regular business. 

■ Mr. Reagan is starting his final 
two years in the White House, and 
both parties will be mindful that 
the record of this Congress will be 
a major issue in the 1988' 
-presidential election. 

- Swift legislative action has been 
.promised by Democratic 
■Representative Jim Wright, who 
succeeds retiring congressman 
Thomas O'Neill Jr., as speaker of 
the house, and Senator Robert 
Byrd, who becomes majority 
leader in the Senate. 


“Normally, the Senate and 
House have sat around until after 
die president’s state of the imion 
message ( in late January), but this 
year we're not going to do that. 
Sen. Byrd said. 

After the Senate and House 
convene at noon (1700 GMT) 
Tuesday, resolutions .will be 
introduced in both houses to 
establish two select committees to 
investigate the diversion of covert 
Iranian aims sales profits to contra 
rebels fighting to overthrow die 
leftist Nicaraguan government. 

The Democratic chairmen of 
those two committees have said 
public hearings are unlikely 
before early February. 

Also expected later this year is 
renewed debate (m US. aid to the 
Nicaraugan rebels, which could 
lead to legislation on covert 
operations, aims sales and die 
National Security Council 

Trade legislation is expected to 
be on the agenda, too’ 

A major trade bill passed the 
House last May but it was never 
acted upon by the then 
Republican-controlled Senate. 

The House is expected to pass a 
similar bill quickly, and Senator 
Lloyd Bentsen, the incoming 
chairman of die Senate Finance 
Committee, has said he will move 
to get a trade bill through his 
committee and onto the Senate 
floor, possibly by summer. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BT CHARLES GORQl 

AND OMAR SHARIF 
OtflflB Tribune Madia Sendee*, me. 


COLLECT WHAT’S DUE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4Q76 
9AK5 
0K864 
4 J 104 

WEST EAST 

41054 498 

910642 9 J 9873 

•' QJ 5 0 A 7 3 

*AQ7 4532 

SOUTH 
4AKJ32 
9Q 

01092 

4K996 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 4 Pass 2 NT Pam 

3 4 Puss 3 4 Pass 

4 4 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead; Queen of 0 


On every hand there are a cer- 
tain number of tricks that are due 
declarer and the defenders. It Is up 
to each side to see that they get 
their quota. 

North had a classic, although 
minimum, two no trump response 
to his partner's one spade opening 
bid. When South showed an unbal- 
anced hand by introducing a new 
suit. North gave preference to his 
partner's first suit and left the. 
final decision to his partner, 


Against four spades West led the 
queen of diamonds. When declarer 
played low and the lady won the 
trick, West could reckon on two di- 
amond tricks and a dub. The set- 
ting trick would have to be the 
queen of dubs, for simple arithme- 
tic showed that East was unlikely 
to have any high card except for 
his marked ace of diamonds. How 
could West force his partner to 
shift to a dub instead of trying for 
a third diamond trick? 

West realized that if he contin- 
ued with the jack of diamonds, de- 
clarer could cover with the king 
and East would not know he had to 
shift u adub after winning the ace 
of diamonds. So declarer continued 
with a low diamond at trick two. 

When East won the ace, the hand 
was an open book. Declarer would 
not have played a low diamond 
from dummy at the first trick if he 
held the jack in the suit, so West 
had to have that card. And if West 
held the ten of diamonds as well, he 
would have continued with that 
card at trick two. 

The only reason why West would 
continue with a low diamond at the 
second trick because he wanted a 
shift. With the ace-king of hearts in 
full view on the table, the only suit 
West could want led was a club. 
East obliged, and West took both 
his dub honors to sink the 
contract. 


Shultz to make first visit 
to sub-Saharan Africa 

WASHINGTON (R) -Secretary 
of State George Shultz makes a 
diplomatic foray into sub-Saharan 
Africa this week, his first to the 
region since he took office four 
and a half years ago. 

The trip will take him to six 
friendly, mostly moderate 
countries far from tbe political and 
diplomatic q uagmire of southern 
Africa. 

He will grapple with the South 
Africa crisis on his return to 
Washington where he is to meet 
Oliver Tambo. leader of the 
outlawed opposition African 
National Congress (ANC), later 
this month. 

A visit to southern Africa, scene 
of painful setbacks for the Reagan 
admini s tra ti on's tattered policy of 
constructive engagement with tbe 
Pretoria government, is expected 
at some future date. 

After a stop in Bermuda, Mr! 

Shultz will start his week-long 
Africa tour in Senegal on 
Thursday and go on toCameroun, 

Kenya, Nigeria, Ivory Coast and 


Liberia. 

The purpose of tbe trip will be 
to see “so me of our good friends in 
Africa,” a State Department 
official said. 

Most of the host countries are 
regarded as moderates on 
southern Africa issues. All have 
strong Knfcg to the West. 

Only in Nigeria, a hardliner on 
South Africa and its contmued 
rule over Nanubia (South West 
Africa), is Shultz expected to be 
engaged in some tough talk. 

Mr. Shultz bitterly opposed 
economic sanctions against South 
Africa but failed to prevent 
Congress from overruling the 
administration and enacting 
measures aimed at pressuring tbe 
Pretoria regime to dismantle the 
apartheid system of racial 
segregation. 

On security issues, Mr. Shultz 
and his hosts are expected to agree 
that Lfcyan leader Muammar 

Qadhafi poses a threat to regional 

stability. 


Coloured 
S. African 
minister 
swims at 
‘whites-only 5 
beach 

PORT ELIZABETH, South 
Africa (R) — South Africa’s only 
mixed-race cabinet minister led 
150 of his supporters onto a 
whites-only beach in this eastern 
Cape Town Sunday for an 
eany-moming swim m protest 
against apartheid. 

The Rev. Allan Hendricfcse — 
already nn<w fee from President 
P.W. Botha for attadring cabinet 
pol ic i es and from many in his own 
coloured community for joining 
tbe white-led government — took . 
the plunge under the resentful 
gaze afwitite extremists. 

The Hexstjgte Naaonale Party 
(HNP) ( Reconstituted National 
Party), who object to any dilution 
of apartheid race segregation, 
have vowed to press charges 

tens the 


traditional dividing fines between, 
black and coloured and white 
beadles in Port Elizabeth. 

Police stood by while Rev. 
Hendzickse, declaring: “This is 
God’s beach,” led men and 
women attending his Labour 
Party congress here in a high- 
spirited rush to the water. Police 
(fid not intervene. 

Beach apartheid has become a 
major issue in South Africa over 
the Christmas holiday, with 
serious racial conflict around 
Durban, where in some areas 
anyone can swim and mothers the 
water is reserved for Macks, 
coloureds, Indians or whites. 

hi Cape Town all beaches are 
open, to all races and there has 
been little sign of racial friction. 

The legal status of beach 
apartheid in Port Elizabeth has 
been ambiguous since the white 
local council, after a long and 
acrimonious debate, decided to 
open its beaches to all races. 

The decision has yet to be 
legally ratified by the 
govern men t-appomted Cape 
provincial administrator. 

But the council has taken down 
the “whites only” signs at all but 
one of its beaches and police have 
been loath to prosecute offenders 
where no warumg is displayed. 
The signs have been taken down at 
the beach Rev. Hendrickse used. 


Black survivor of New York racial 
attack again refuses to cooperate 


NEW YORK (AP) - A black 
man who survived a deadly racial 
attack by a white gang again 
refused to cooperate with 
prosecutors Saturday, saying 
investigators weren’t interested in 
bearing his side of the story. 

“They only wanted to hear part 
of it and not all of it,” Cedric 
Sandifoid, 36, said during a> 
two-bour news conference at a 
church. “So I decided to 
discontinue this masquerade.” 

Sandiford said he would 
cooperate only with a special 
prosecutor, ana called on New 
York Governor Mario Cuomo to 
appoint one. 

SandifonTs stepson, Michael 
Griffith, 23, was struck by a ear 
and killed fleeing the gang of 
whites that attacked as the black 
men left a phza parlour in the 
Howard Beam district in the New 
York City Borough of Queens on 
Dec. 20. Sandifoid and Timothy 
Grimes, 19, escaped. 


Tb r ^e white youths were 
arrested in the attack, but Queens 
criminal court Judge Ernest 
Bianchi on Monday dropped, 
murder charges against them for 
lack of evidence after Sandifoid 
refused to testify. 

The attack heightened racial 
tensions in the area, sparking 
attacks by black gangs that police 
called retaliation. Officials this 
weekend were evaluating security 
for the city’s public schools, which 
reopen Monday after the 
Christmas vacation. 

Sandifoid’ s lawyer, Alton 
Maddox Jr., said hisclieotbelieves 
that the driver of the car that hit 
Griffith was part of die mob and 
ran him down intentionally. 

Maddox has demanded that 
charges be lodged against the 
man , Dominick Blum, 24, before 
Sandiford cooperates with 
prosecutors. 

Police have said their 
investigation indicates that Blum, 


a court officer and the son of a 
police officer, had nothing to do 
with the mob and be has not been 


lax and Grimes’ lawyer, C 
Vernon Mason, said Saturday they 
intend to use the incident to spur 
political and' economic 
advancement for black people. 

“This is a historic occasion,” 
Maddox told the audience at the 
Abyssinian Baptist Church. “It is 
a day that long will be 
remembered in the fives of our 
people in tfaeirquest for tifoeratron 
and freedom.” 

Maddox and Mason berated 
politicians, police, prosecutors 
and reporters, saying they 
perpetuated a racist system that 
denies justice to blacks. 

The lawyers and several men 
they called on to speak portrayed 
the incident as an example of 
systemic inj ustice against blacks in 
the city, and said it has raised an 
opportunity to combat racism. 


Hurricane leaves 1,000 
homeless in Cook Islands 


RAROTONGA, Cook Islands 
(AP) — Cbok Islands Prime 
Minister Sir Tom Davison Sunday 
described hurricane Sally as the 
“worst in living memory” and 
estimated that about 1,000 people 
representing one-tenth of the 
island's population had been left 
homeless by the storm. 

Davis estimated that damage to 
the waterfront in the capital from 
huge tidal waves was more than 
$25 million. 

Sally roared across the South 
Pacific island nation early 
Saturday, packing winds 150 to 
200 kdc^tres^per-faour at its 
peak. Waves up to 10 metres 
added to flooding from swollen 
creeks. 

The storm wrecked the mam 
street in Rarotonga, devastated 
government ana harbourside 
buildings and flattened banana 
and coconut crops and resorts. 

Despite widespread 
destruction, Davis said there were 
no reports of casualties in the 
island group,. 3,000 kilometres 
north east of Auckland, New 
Zealand. 

Most of the homeless were 
evacuated before the storm. Davis 
said most of these were from low 
income areas which were 
“particularly hard hit by a 
combination of high seas, winds 
and flooding.” 

Officials estimated the 
economy had been set back years 


by die storm damage. 

“It’s tiie worst hurricane in 
living memory,” said Davis, 
prfHtnp that road, harbour and 
electricity repair was being given 
highest priority. 

He said island group was 
suffering water and power 

shortages. 

The United States and Fiance 
had each offered emergency aid, 
he 

Paul Cleveland, the UJ5. 
ambassador in Wellington, New 
ZaaJandj said the Untied States 
would provide S25^X)0. Gaston 
Flosse, representing the French 
government, flew in from Tahiti 
on Sunday and pledged French 
assistance in the form of 
bulldozers and other equipment. 

Bulldozers had begun work by 
Sunday afternoon , pushing rubble 
into the sea, according to the 
Australian Associated 'Press 


; said about 80 per cent 
of the city of Rarotonga was 
severely damaged with some 
structures reduced to rubble. 

Residents of other villages on 
the main island of Rarotonga gave 
reports of huge boulders being 
hurled more than 50 metres 

onshorebywavtswhkh destroyed 
houses ana toppled trees. . 

Authorities ordered residents 
to boil water to guard against 
disease until normal sewage and 
drain systems could be repaired. 


Eight-day-old baby dies 
after heart transplant 


LOUISVILLE, Kentucky (AP) 
— An 8-day-okl baby boy has 
died shortly after receiving a heart 
transplant at Kosair Children’s 
Hospital, a hospital spokesman 

sairi 

The Kentucky child, identified 
only as baby Michael, underwent 
the experimental operation at 
noon, said spokesman Bill 
Loader. But tbe donor heart, from 
an unidentified California infant, 
began to swell and ceased to 
functio n, Loader said. Baby 
Michael died at 10:17 p.m. (0317 
GMT) Saturday. 

The infan t suffered from 

problem that does not allow 
enough Mood to circulate in the 
J^irt, Loader said. 


The operation, the third of its 
kind at Kosair, was performed by 
Dr. Goostantine Mavroudis, a 
University of Louisvifle surgeon 
who is one of two doctors in the 
United States to successfully 
transplant hearts into infants. 

Robert Demi Cardin, who 
became the first infant heart 
recipient at Kosair on June 13 
when he was 23 days old, has been 
released from the hospital. The 
second, 1-year-old Natasha Rose 
Hatfield, received a new teart on 
Dec. 11. She is stiQ hospitalised 
but is doing well, Loader said. 

Dr. Leonard Bailey of Lorna 
Linda University in Califo rnia has 
performed transplants on ei ght 
infants, four of whom are still 
alive. 


Fuel cut-off to Jaffna 
‘strengthens’ Tamil rebels 


COLOMBO (R) - A cut-off of 
petrol and diesel supplies to the 
Jaffna peninsula, a rebel 
stronghold, will strengthen Sri 
Lanka’s separatist movement, the 
island’s guerrilla leader said in an 
interview published Sunday. 

Sathasivam Krishnakumar, 
alias Kittu, of the Liberation Tiger 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) told the 
Sun newspaper that fuel supplies 
to Jaffna, 300 kilometres north of 
Colombo, had been cut off before 
and his group bad anticipated the 
government doing it again. 

“We expect that complete siege 
situation,’' he said. “It has 
happened many tiroes here. 
Unaer these strains only can a 
revolution go on. These reprisals 
win strengthen us more.” 

Petrol and diesel supplies to 
Jaffna were stopped on Friday 


LTTE, the most powerful group 
fighting for an independent Tamil 
homeland, that it would collect 
vehicle licensing fees on the 
penmsul a. 

The LTTE also plans to ran 
transport services, set up traffic 
police, issue postage stamps and 


levy business turnover taxes. 

The stopping of fuel supplies is 
t he go vemrnenf s first reaction to 
LTTE {dans to set up a parallel 
civil administration. 

Military officials in J affna told 
Reuters by telephone it would 
take at least a week for the fuel 
cut-off to change normal life in the 
area. 

Military officials said about 50 
youths had been trained by the 
LTTE to work as traffic 
policemen. “They even got a 
uniform, black trousers, blue 
shir ts and a cap,” one said. 

Kittu told the Sun the measures 
for running the panmania did not 
amount to a unilateral declaration 
of independence but were aimed 
at meeting the failure of the 
government 1 s civil administration. 

He said the Lite did not trust 
the government's call for direct 
talks and felt it was a move to drive 
a wedge between the group and 
the Indian gover nmen t 

India, where around 100,000 
Sri Lankan Tamils have sought 
refuge, has been mediating to end 
the bloody three-year separatist 
war. 


Washington 


MOSCOW (R) - The official 
Soviet News Agency TASS 
Sunday welcomed a peace drive 
by Afghan leader Najibullah and 
accused the United States of 


seeking to foil efforts to reach a 
political settlement to the Afghan 
war. 

TASS called Mr. Najibullah's 
announcement of a ceasefire by 
Afghan troops from Jan. 15 and 
his plans for national 
reconciliation, including the 
establishment of a coalition 
government of national unity, a 
'bold political initiative.” 

But it added: “The wo rid has 
once agah seen for itself that 
whenever chances of reaching a 
political settlement around 
Afghanistan appear, the United 
States and some of its closest 
NATO allies do their best to foil 
these chances." 

TASS said the White House and 
‘‘the heads of the 
counter-revol utionar y groupings 
in its keep “had shown their true 
countenance by dismissing Mr. 
Najibullah’s proposals. 

Washington and the Afghan 
guerrillas fighting the 
Soviet- backed Afghan 
government immediately rejected 
the terms of the ceasefire when it 
was first announced three days 
ago. 

Washingtoo said national 
reconciliation would have to 
include rebel representatives. The 
Muslim guerrillas said accepting 


the ceasefire would mean 
recognising the Kabul 
government and accepting its 
orders. 

The Communist Afghan 
government has pledged to 
observe the ceasefire until July 15 
if it is joined by the 
Western-backed rebels and to 

leaders retummg 8 ^ talks on 

national reconciliation. 

TASS said the national 
reconciliation policy was bold 
because it did not exclude* 
opposition groups inclined to 
follow an independent line. The 
provision of a ceasefire showed it 
was a concrete programme, the 
agency said. 

Tbe Soviet Union, which 
intervened militarily in 
Afghan stan in December 1979, 
has an estimated 115,000 troops 
in the country helping the Afghan 
army to fight the rebels, according 
to Western estimates. 

Ata meeting of a newfy-formed 
reconciliation^ commission 
Saturday, Mr. Najibullah called 

return unarmed totheir Emilies, 
under guarantee of safe-conduct, 
according to official Kabul Radio. 

“We are ready for open talks. 
You are welcome in any village in 
any town, and our leaders wQl 
receive you in the Delkasha 
:Palace he said, referring to the 
seat of the country’s parliament, 
the Revolutionary Council. 


While conceding that the war 
was sapping the strength of the 
country, Mr. Najibullah declared 
that his Communist-led 
government was stronger than 
ever, adding: “The revolutionary 
process in Afghanistan is 
nxeverrible.” 

Kabul Radio also gave further 
details of a truce announced three 
days asp and already disnissed by 
the Pakistan -based guerrillas and 
the United States. 

Quoting a Revolutionary 
Cbuncil resolution, it said that 
from Jan. 15 government forces 
would stop offensive actions and 
return to their permanent bases 
under peacetime conditions. 
Artillery and airstrikes might also 
end, it said. 

. If die guerrillas, who call 
themselves Mujahideen , agreed to 
the ceasefire it would last initially 
for six months. 

Mr. Najibullah said 
commanders had been ordered to 
exercise patience and ignore 
provocations, while troops would 
only fire in response to open 
attacks. 

Mujahideen spokesmen in 
Pakistan have denounced the 
ceasefire as a fraud and pledged to 
continue their struggle until the 
estimated 115,000 Soviet troops 
withdraw from Afghanistan. 

TASS said the new 
reconciliatioa policy would be 
sent to foreign leaders. 

These included the 


governments of Iran and Pakistan, • 
where the guerrillas have their 
bases, the United Nations, 
Organisation of Islamic- 
Conference and Non-Aligned 
Movement. 

Reiterating a pledge to form a 
coalition government of national 
unity with non-Comrmm arts, Mr. 
Najibullah said he was prepared 
for compromise with Mamie 
Organisations, monarchists and 
rebel leaders in exile; and 
opponents now in jafl. 

While denouncing die guerrillas 
as unpatriotic and enemies of their 
own people, he declared : “We are 
even ready to talk to extremists — 
this should not be considered a 
sign of weakness.” 

Those who have bear living for 
years in the mountains, can at last 
see their wives, children and 
parents,” the former secret police 
chief said. “Not only m we 
guarantee your security, but also 
not spare you any assistance.” 

Mr. Najibullah said both sides 
were tired of the war, which has 
sent some five million refugees — 
almost one-thud of the population, 
— into exile abroad. 

In eight years of war, tens of 
thousands of people fori been 
killed, disabled and wounded, he 
said.The economy had been badly 
affected, with half the budget 
going for defence. 

He sought tO distantie hknseJf 
from earlier leaders, who had 


governed Afghanistan after tbe 
Communist takeover in 1978. 

“ We are not the same people of 
eight years ago. everything 
changes, the leaders change,” he 
said. “Many tilings which were at 
one time important have now, 
with the passage of time, lost their 
importance.” 

Mr. Najibullah took over as 
Communist Party chief lart May in 
place of Babiak Karmal, who was 
putin power by the intervention of 
Soviet forces in December 1979. 
Since May many Karmal 
supporters have been removed 
horn powerful positi o ns. 

The Revolutionary Council 
resolution declared that Islam, the 
faith of the overwhelming 
majority of Afghans, would be 
enshrined as the national religion 
in the second article of the new 
constitution. 

It also ordered the setting up of 
district reconciliation 
commissions with far-reaching 
powers of local government, made 
up of village elders, leading 
^Muslims, and “in certain cases 
leaden* of aimed groups” — a 
reference to the guerrillas. 

The bodies would be overseen 
by a supreme extraordinary 
commission for national 
reconciliation, and would have- 
control over such things as local 
courts, distribution of state 
medicines and seeds, and 
conscription. 



Baby born in 
hospital elevator 

TOKYO (AP) — A 35-year-old 
woman, stuck in a hospital 
elevator for 40 minutes on her way 
to the dehyery room, gave birth 
inside while a doctor gave 
instructions from outside to a 
nurse in the elevator, a hospital 
official said Sunday. The official, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said Yoko Fukushima 
and the 23-year-old nurse 
boarded the elevator at 4:45 ajn. 
Saturday (1945 GMT Friday), but 
the door would not open when 
they reached the third floor to go 
to the delivery room. He said the 
nurse wrapped the baby girl to her 
white dress and held her while 
Mrs. Fukushima rested on the 
elevator floor before police and 
fee men broke open the elevator 
door about 30 minutes later. 

Chinese workers 

reject ‘iron rice bowl’ 

PEKING (R) — Most Chinese 
workers want the right to choose 
their jobs even at tbe risk of being 
fired rather than settling for total 
security in a state-assigned post, 
an official survey has sari. The 
New China News Agency sari the 
survey of 49,278 workers showed 
most favour reforms which they 
hope will improve job prospects. 
Undo: new laws introduced on 
Oct. 1 last year, people employed 
in state-run enterprises can be 
fired for shoddy work or if their 
firms go bankrupt — a radical 
ijiange from the previous “iron 
ricebowl” policy guaranteeing 
life-time enjoyment. People 
hired after that date sign con tracts 
with enterprises for one. two or 
three years. They will be able to 
change jobs after that, with 
permission from employers. At 
present, almost all 70 million 
workers in state enterprises are 
assigned to their jobs and remain 
in their work units for the rest of 
their lives. The survey showed 70 
percent of those interviewed want 
to choose their own jobs and 
almost 89 per cent oonsrier it 
reasonable to fire unqualified 
employees, the agency said. But it 
said more than half agreed with 
the statement: “Even if I am not 
interested in the job I'm holding 
now, I dare not resign in the hope 
of finding a new job.” 

Team hopes to break 
human- powered 
flight record 

EDWARDS AIR FORCE 
BASE, California (AP) r- 
Practically on the heels of 
Voyager’s historic 
around-the-worid flight, another 
private group has come to the 
Mojave Desert with another 
exotic airplane to assault an 
aviation record . This time, a group 
.of engineers and a part-time 
athlete hope to set a new record 
for human-powered fligh t. Lois 
MoCaUin, a 29-year-old financial 
analyst and triathlon competitor, 
plans to pedal an 40-JrikiigramiDe 
plane over a triangular, 
48 -kilometre course drove a dry 
lake bed in southern Califo rnia. If 
successful, she’ll break the record 
set June 12, 1979, when Bryan 
Allen pedalled the Gossamer 
Alba tross 3 5 kilometres across the 
English Channel. The high-tech 
plane arrived at Edwards Air 
Force Base on Dec. 23, coming in 
on a truck the same day tbe 
Voyager airplane landed after 
flying around the world without 
refuelling. The new effort, 
sponsored by the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, the 
Smithsonian Institution and a U.S. 
Beer Company, is called the 
Daedalus Project, after the figure 
in Greek mythology who flew 
after fixing wax and feathers to his 
arms. His sou, Icarus, fell and died 
when be flew too dose to the sun 
and tile wax in his wings melted. 
As tbe Daedalus group works 
toward a Jan. 14 flight, one erf its 
biggest supporters is the mart 
whose plane set the record.* 

U.S. to charge 
$1 entry fee for 
Statue of Liberty 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 
National Park Service will begin 
charging a temporary $] entry fee. 
to the Statue of Liberty be ginning 
next month, officials said. The 
price increase wfll bring the cost of 
a trtoto the national monument to 
S5. The park service is adding the 
entry fee to selected parks and 
monuments to repay a 
$15-m£Qkra loan from the federal 
government for park 
rehabilitation. “Up until how, the 
only tiling (visitors) ever lad to 
pay was thecirde line for thefeny 
to the statue,” Carol Scott, a park 
service spokeswoman, said 
Friday. The rotmd-tnp ferry. ride 
is $4. “It’s not supposed to be a 
long-lived thing,” Ms. Scott sari, 
adding that the SI fee is due to 
expire in September. • - - 







